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Christmas is a holiday jam-packed 
with traditions. It is a time when  
families and friends have the         
opportunity to come together to     
reconnect and participate in time-
honored customs. After all, it just 
would not be Christmas without   
baking cookies, decorating the tree, 
Christmas pageants, watching 
Chr i s tmas  mov ie s ,  send ing      
Christmas cards, singing carols, and 
attending Christmas services. Our 
way of celebrating the birth 
of Christ is particular to us 
and deeply connects us 
with precious long-
established traditions. 

Throughout the world, 
there are a great deal       
of  var ied t radi t ions             
associated with observing 
Christmas.  For example, 
i n  some European      
countries and in some 
parts of the United States 
(including Wisconsin), there is “The 
Feast of St. Nicholas” in which      
children receive presents on         
December 6

th
.  In Holland, children 

put hay and sugar in their shoes for 
Santa’s horse, and, if they are good, 
Santa leaves them gifts. 

One of the oldest Christmas           
traditions on this continent began in 
Mexico called Las Posadas. In 
1587, a priest named Diego de Soria     
created this tradition as a way of   
introducing others to Christianity.  
The word posada means inn or  

lodging, and this nine-day festival  
reenacts Mary and Joseph’s trip to 
Bethlehem and their search for a 
place to spend the night. From     
December 16

th
 through Christmas 

Eve, families and friends host      
parties during these festive nights. 
People carry candles and form a 
procession led by children dressed 
up like Mary and Joseph as they 
travel from house to house. Las 
Posadas is a way of celebrating and      

participating in the birth of 
Jesus. 

Regardless of  our          
traditions and customs, 
Christmas is a time when 
we are invited to find          
ourselves once again 
caught up in the story of 
Christ’s birth. The way we 
find our way to the stable 
and that place of awe is 
different for everyone. 
Nonetheless, as pilgrims 

on our own spiritual journey, we  
recognize our need to pause and 
take a moment to remember so that 
we don’t miss out on welcoming the 
meaning of Christmas into our 
hearts.   

Merry Christmas! 

                         Luke 

 

“For a child has been born for us,     
a son given to us…”    

                Isaiah 9:6 

mailto:info@pcusadepere.org
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THE GIVING TREE 
 

“They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their 
fruit in the season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they 

do, they prosper.”    Psalms 1:3             
 

Have you made your pledge yet? 
 

The annual pledge campaign at First United is nearing an end. The purpose of the campaign is to 
enable your Session and Ministries to confidently plan and carry out their missions. Your pledge 
gives the Ministry groups a good idea of offerings that will be available next year, not having to 
wait or hope prior to implementing their programs. 

The proposed 2015 Ministry operating expense budget is planned at last year’s level. The         
proposed budget continues the renewed commitment by our Ministries: Presbyterian Shared  
General Mission Support, local missions, special worship and music events, youth and children 
programs, staff and Pastor compensation, and maintaining our building and grounds.   

However, there is a need for our pledges and offerings to increase in 2015 from our current level 
of giving. Our sources of income will change next year, as they do every year. Due primarily to 
unexpected boiler repair and renewed commitment to several Ministries this year, reserves from 
our Endowment Fund had to be used in 2014 (with Session approval). Without use of the 
Endowment Funds, additional pledging and generosity is needed to meet our planned 2015 
budget. The update shown below indicates that our Ministries may have to delay some of their 
plans and commitments for next year unless we receive additional or increased pledges.   

If you have not returned your pledged card yet, we need your pledge. If you have pledged, we 
ask you to consider an additional pledge to the operating fund. Pledge forms are available in the 
Friendship Pads or on the kiosk in the Narthex. We ask that completed pledge cards be placed in 
the offering plate or returned/mailed to the church office, attention Treasurer. 

2015  STEWARDSHIP  PLEDGE  UPDATE  (as of November 25) 

    2015 Actual   2015 Session  2014 Actual 

      Pledges    Pledge Goals          Pledges 

Operating Fund   $227,599                    $261,000     $246,000 

Building Fund    $58,077       $61,500      $61,000 

Combined Pledges  $285,676                $322,500     $307,000 

Per Capita      $4,352        $5,500              - 

Pledge Cards Returned       119                     130                   126 
 

 

Thank you for your generosity, 

 

 The Pledge Campaign Committee 
 

 (Ken Nyberg, Cindi Barnett, Dennis Hibray, Alan Pagel, Barb Ryan,  

 Lynn Huebbe, Mark Welle, Sue Planert, Pastor Luke Farwell) 



 

 

Hey guys, you are      
invited to join us for 
our Men’s Bible 
Study & Prayer 
Group. We’ll be   
meeting on Thursday, 
December 4 and 18 at 
7pm for a chance to learn more about the   
Bible and what it means in our lives. The 
group meets on the first and third Thursdays of 
each month. We hope you’ll give it a try it! 

What’s Going On... 
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Our Chancel Choir 
invites you to join 
them for some special 
Christmas caroling 
for shut-ins and local 
nursing homes on 
Saturday, December 

13 (time still TBD). For more information,     
contact Choir Director Andy Parks 
(andrewparks@gmail.com). 

Awakenings, an adult Sunday 
School class, meets on       
Sundays at 8:30am in the 
Koinonia Lounge. This month, 
Jean Hamersky is leading a  
series of Advent sessions     
focusing on the weekly        
Lectionary scriptures and      

several hymns that prepare us for the coming 
of the Christ child at Christmas. 

Hark!  Presbyterian Women 
invite everyone to an Angelic     
Christmas Tea and        
Boutique to be held Sunday, 
December 7, at 3pm. The 
Koinonia Lounge will be 
transformed into a heavenly          
wonderland as we share    
music and stories of  angels, 
followed by special refreshments.  Nursery care 
will be provided for our littlest cherubs.  We can 
be angels ourselves, as the P.W. "Thank        
Offering" will be collected to help with 30       
different mission project grants. Finely-crafted 
items and baked goods will also be for sale. 

Sunday, December 14, will 
see the return of our annual 
Christmas Music Festival 
featuring our Chancel Choir, 
Handbell Choir, Church Steps 
String Band, and Joyful Noise 
youth band. 

Our worship on Sunday, 
December 21, will feature 
the traditional Christmas 
Pageant including kids 
from age pre-K to senior 
high.  

Not feeling the joy and        
happiness of Christmas? Many 
of us find ourselves mourning 
a loss or just feeling down    
during this time of year. If this 
sounds familiar, you are invited 
to join us for a special Blue 
Christmas Service  on 

Wednesday, December 17, at 6:30pm.  
Come and let God’s presence shine into your      
darkness and remind you that you’re not alone. 

The Contemporary     
Readers Group will 
m e e t   S u n d a y ,           
December 7 at 5:30pm 
in the Koinonia Lounge 
to discuss the book How 
the West Really Lost 
God by Mary Eberstadt. You don’t have to 
have read the book to attend. Contact Jean 
Hamersky, Lee Richardson, or Anneliese 
Waggoner for more information.  

Wednesday, December 3, at 
5:45pm, the Middle and Senior 
High Youth Group members 
and leaders will host our next 
Simple Supper gathering. The 
menu includes “Tater Tot”     

casserole, salad, dinner rolls, and beverages 
plus cake and bars for dessert. You’re sure to 
enjoy some good food and great fellowship!  



 

 

Your Ruling Elders 

 Cindi Barnett 

 Bob Bivins 

 Dave Griffin 

 Cayley Griffin 

 Amy (Braun) Nelson 

 Judy Nighorn 

 Ken Nyberg 

 Allan Pagel 

 Tom Paulson 

 Sue Pranke 

 Jamie Tyrrell  

 Lora Warner  

 Mark Welle 

Your Deacons 

 Judy England 

 Cindy & Alan Finesilver 

 Sydney Goddard 

 Cassie Griffin 

 Karen Hanold 

 Marilyn Heim 

 Annette Kinchen  

 Sally Lindow 

 Becky Nyberg 

 Renee Pajkos 

 Nancy Rosenthal 

 Barb Ryan 

 Jim Sjolie  
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Christmas Eve Services 

This year, we’ll be offering two 

Christmas Eve services. For 

families with younger children 

or those who have other plans 

later, join us at 4pm for a   

special service featuring the 

choir and handbells. For     

others who want to end the 

evening with worship leading 

right into Christmas morning, join us at 11pm for 

carols, candles, and Communion. Join us and  

celebrate the night that changed the world!  

Watch for a special Cupcake 

Sale on Sunday, December 

21. Help support the annual 

Youth Mission Trip by letting 

us do your holiday baking. 

These Betty Pajkos “works of 

art” will be $1.50 each during 

Coffee Fellowship following 

the Children’s Christmas Pageant.  

What’s Going On (continued)... 

Your Staff 

PASTOR: Luke Farwell 
 luke@firstunitedpc.org 

DIR. OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:   

 Meggan Farwell   
 dce@firstunitedpc.org 

COMMUNICATIONS &  

      VIDEO COORDINATOR:  

 Mark Young 

 mark@firstunitedpc.org 

SECRETARY: 

 Sonja Baumeister 
 info@firstunitedpc.org 

TREASURER: 

        Sue Planert 

        treasurer@firstunitedpc.org 

ORGANIST: Julie Mackey 

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Andrew Parks 

HANDBELL DIRECTOR: Noah Reif  

CUSTODIAN: Jim Ziebarth 

Calling all volleyball players! 
The church volleyball league 
starts Friday, January 2nd.  
We plan to have a co-ed team 
made up of youth (must be at 
least 14 to play), young adults, 
and older adults. Games are 
Friday nights at Calvary         

Lutheran Church on Ridge Road (near the 
stadium). Contact Steve Warner at 405-8808 
for more information. 

Our collection of Christmas 
books and media will be on 
display in the Family Life 
Center through December. 
You are welcome to borrow 
items by signing the loan 
card inside the front cover of 
the book and placing it in the 
small box on the display     
table. All items should be returned to the 
desk in our church library on the lower level  
of the building. Thank you for your                   
cooperation.  Enjoy!  

mailto:gbgriffin@new.rr.com
mailto:braunaj@mail.com
mailto:jlcook@netnet.net
mailto:kencnyberg@aol.com
mailto:jaengland@new.rr.com
mailto:ncroake1@att.net


 

 

Sunday School Offering 

An offering is taken up every 
week in each of our Sunday 
School classes (Pre-K through 
Senior High). With the approval 
of the Christian Education Minis-
try, the teachers have decided 
that this year 50% of the offer-
ings will go to the C.E. Ministry - 
specifically toward purchasing 
Bibles. The other 50% will go to 
the Presbyterian 
Food Pantry.  At 
the end of the 
school year, we 
plan on carrying 
out a grocery 
store shopping 
challenge that will involve the 
Sunday school children, youth, 
teachers, and adults to buy 
needed items for the pantry. 

You may notice that some of our 
youth bring up a basket with the 
ushers during worship.  They are 
bringing up the Sunday School 
offering to dedicate it as we do 
with our general offering.  The 
money the children and youth 
give is very important to our 
church budget as well as reach-
ing out to our local community.   

Christmas Pageant 

We are excited about our  
Christmas Pageant coming on 
Sunday, December 21! The 
pageant will be a traditional    
telling of the birth of Jesus. The 
parts have been cast, and we’re 
well on our way to memorizing 
lines and sprucing up our      
costumes and sets. 

There will be a mandatory 
dress rehearsal on Saturday, 
Dec. 20, at 9am.  Our second 
Rehearsal will be at 8:30am on 

Dec. 21 during the Sunday 
school hour. The cast is as  

follows:   

Pre-K and K - animals (tan 
sheep – please wear pants and 
long sleeve shirts of the same 
color. A hat and mittens will be 
provided.) 

1
st 

- 4
th

 grade girls - angels 
(Please wear white, short 
sleeved shirts and black bottoms  
- pants, skirt with tights, etc. - 
and black shoes. A white robe, 
wings, and garland for a halo will 
be provided.) 

1
st

/2
nd

 grade boys – animals/
gray donkeys. (Please wear gray 
pants if you have them. If not, 
blue jeans. A hooded sweatshirt 
and hooves will be provided.) 

3
rd

/4
th

 grade boys – shepherds/
wise men (Robes and costumes 
will be provided. Please wear     
sandals and plain/solid colored 
shirt and 
pants for 
under the  
costume.) 

5
th

/6
th

 
grade – 
Speaking 
parts/
Acting roles (Costumes will be 
provided. Wear plain / solid      
colored shirt and pants for under 
the costume and sandals.) 

7
th

/8
th

 and senior high –       
narrators (No specific costume, 
but please wear red or green for 
Christmas.) 

A big “thank you” to Becky     
Nyberg for choosing, cleaning, 
tailoring, and making new      
costumes; to Jan Pomprowitz 
for making all new angel wings; 

and to Pat Roznowski for      
ironing many wrinkles out of our 
costumes! 

Intergenerational Sunday 

School - Birthday Party 

for Jesus! 

Join us in the 
Family Life 
Center  on     
S u n d a y ,     
D e c e m b e r 
2 8  a t 
8:30am for 
our next Intergenerational  
Sunday School. We’ll be having 
a   Birthday Party for Jesus!   
Everyone is invited, and you’re 
asked to bring a canned food 
item or a non-perishable food 

item as your gift. 

Nursery Volunteers 

We are grateful to those of you 
who have signed up to serve in 
the nursery.  Thank you to those 
who have served or will serve in 
the absence of Trish for several 
weeks through January. Thanks  
to Carrie Bressers, Lori Dill, 
Cindy Finesilver, Sue Lester, 
Cassie Lindow, Anne Motquin, 
Amanda Picard, and Lora     
Warner. 

With a small list of volunteers, 
we have only been able to staff 
the nursery on the weeks that 
our paid nursery aide, Trish 
Voss, is unable to be here. To be 
in compliance with our Safe 
Church Policy, we really need to 
have a volunteer every Sunday 
to work with Trish. Please see 
Meggan Farwell, Luke Farwell, 
or Cindi Barnett if you are  
willing to volunteer once every 
several months.  Did you know 
- you can watch the whole  
service on the television in the 
nursery? 

Christian Education Ministry News  

                                                                              by Meggan Farwell, D.C.E.                                                                                 
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CONNECTING…                   

       . . . t o  O u r  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  t o  G o d ’ s  W o r l d  

NEWS FROM NEW SHELTER 

165 meals were served at the 
New Community Shelter on 
Tuesday, November 18th. The 
cold weather kept a lot of people 
from eating dinner with us. Our 
team of Bruce Kilmer, Lee 
Richardson, Deb and Dennis  
Hibray,  Joe and Barb Williams, 
and Mike Kettner prepared the 
meal. 

Cakes were provided by Diane 
Betz, Vern Pahl, Sandy Steffen, 
Mike Kettner, Marilyn Knuth, and 
Kathy Thorpe. Dinner was 
served by Bruce Kilmer, Cindy 
and Alan Finesilver, Diane Betz, 
Cindi Barnett, Mike Kettner, Pat 
Schock, and Kathleen Zeitler. In 
addition, Lois Pelishek and Lee 
Richardson prepared and deliv-
ered meals to the Freedom 
House.  

If you would like to help prepare 
the meal or serve at the Shelter 
on the third Tuesday of each 
month, please contact Cindi 
Barnett  at  737-5376 or 

cindi.barnett@snc.edu. 

 

WHO WERE THOSE BELL 

RINGERS AT SHOPKO?   

If you were at ShopKo in De 

Pere on Saturday, November 

22, you probably saw some    

familiar faces. Thanks to Jamie 

Tyrell’s efforts, several members 

of our Connecting Ministry      

volunteered to represent our 

church ringing 

bells for the      

S a l v a t i o n 

Army on that 

day. Perhaps, 

you will be 

able to help us out next year! 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

Tags from our Christmas      

Giving Tree are almost all taken. 

THANK YOU! All of us together 

can make Christmas brighter for 

one of the 18 families our church 

is    supporting this year. Your 

gift should be back under the 

tree by Sunday, 

December 14. 

You will find a drop 

box there to put 

the gift cards in. 

If you didn’t get a 

tag but would still 

like to help, we’re 

still looking for   

d o n a t i o n s  o f 

money or  supplies for the gift 

baskets. Here are the items 

needed: 

     -personal hygiene items  

     -laundry detergent (larger  

 bottles)    

     -toilet paper and paper  

     products  

     -cleaning supplies 

     -rolls of unopened Christmas 

      wrap or gift bags.  

Your donations of any of these 

items can also be left under the 

Giving Tree not later than       

December 14. 

YOUR MISSION DOLLARS 

AT WORK   

Thanks to all of you, our church 
was able to give $800 to the 
Ecumenical Partnership for 
Housing in October and $800 to 
the NEW Community Clinic 
from our church budget as part 
of our commitment to local     
mission. These agencies are two 
of the local organizations our 
church supports with both       
volunteers and mission dollars.  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU  

Mark De Cleene is leading the 
team of snow shovelers for our 
E.P.H. house this winter.     
Backing him up will be the Tyrell 
family and Sue Pranke. Thanks 
for your help! 

MORE E.P.H. NEWS 

Ecumenical Partnership for 
Housing is now registered with 
Am a z o n S m i l e s .  G o  t o 
smile.amazon.com  and select 
E.P.H. before purchasing from 
Amazon. Then 0.5% of your        
purchase will go towards E.P.H. 

EXTRA DOLLARS FOR 

WORLD MISSION  

An anonymous donor will match 

all gifts to the Presbyterian 

World Mission Agency sent  

before December 31, 2014.       

If you would like to make an    

extra gift to World Mission, you 

can double your donation this 

way. Send your gift to: 

www.presbyterianmission.org/

donate/make-a-gift or mail it to: 

Presbyterian World Missions, 

1 0 0  W i t h e r s p o o n  S t .           

Louisville, KY 40202. 

by Anneliese Waggoner  

         & the Connecting Ministry  

http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.presbyterianmisson.org/donate/make-a-gift
http://www.presbyterianmisson.org/donate/make-a-gift


 

 

This is the latest of a series of monthly    
articles by Jean Hamersky highlighting all 
the ways that people can be connected 
with others in our church. 

This month’s topic is:  Looking Ahead 

 

“The angel said to the shepherds, ‘Do not be 

afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all people.  Today in the city of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord.’”    Luke 2:10-11 

 

We are in the season of Advent - a time to 

wait, prepare, and get ready for God’s gift to 

us….a baby….born to bring us love, hope, 

faith, and freedom to live fully.  As you walk 

through this Advent season, think about how 

God has gifted you and how you might share 

your personal talents and gifts with the church 

family this coming year. Consider some of the 

following: music, worship, library, teaching, 

maintenance, art, cooking, finances, women’s 

groups, youth ministry, office ministry,      

cleaning, technology, yard/outdoor ministry, 

missions, men’s groups, garden ministry, Bible 

study, hospitality ministry, Deacon ministry, 

and more.  Don’t be afraid!  Share your gift 

with joy!  And live fully! 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace to all on whom God’s favor rests.”  

                                           Luke 2:14  

If you have any questions or need any  
suggestions about getting connected 
within this church family, please contact 

Jean Hamersky at 265-4417.  

Presbyterian Women News & Notes  

 December 4, Thursday = PW Coordinating Team Meeting @ 9am - Room 11   

 December 4, Thursday = Mission Sewing @ 9:30am - Koinonia Lounge 

 December 7, Sunday = PW Christmas Tea & Boutique @ 3pm - K Lounge 

 December 11, Thursday = Ruth/Talbot Circle @ 11:30am - off site 

 December 17, Wednesday = Esther Circle @ 9:30am - Koinonia Lounge 

 December 20, Saturday = Papercrafting @ 11:30am - off site 

If you would like more information or are interested in attending any 

of these events, please contact Julie Mackey at 337-0890. 

Save the dates - June 18-21, 2015.  The national 2015 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women will be meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota!  Not Louisville, not Orlando, but practically in our 
own back yard. There's no excuse for not attending this exciting, spiritually uplifting event. Visit 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering for more details. Registration opens January 15, 2015.   

Presbyterian Women have added two collection jars to the Gathering Area just       
outside the Family Life Center. Please help us collect both “Labels for                  
Education” (found on Campbell/Swanson soup labels) and “Boxtops 4 Education” 
labels (located on hundreds of General Mills products). These labels will be donated 
to Syble Hopp School which serves disabled children in Brown County. 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering


 

 

How many people does it take 

to accomplish our 

Sunday morning Worship? 

            a) 20         b) 38 

            c) 58         d) 76 

As I was sitting in church today, 
I began to wonder how many 
people are involved in making 
the Sunday morning worship  
experience go so smoothly.  
Perhaps you've wondered as 
well. 

It would be easy to assume that 
those who are most visible - 
Pastor Luke, Organist Julie 
Mackey, the Liturgist, and the 
Acolyte (4 people) make sure 
everything goes smoothly, and 
to some extent, that is true, but 
there is so much more that   
happens. 

Preparation begins early in the 
week when Mark Young,    
Communications and Video   
Coordinator, gets information for 
the projection (5).  On Thursday, 
Of f i ce  Sec re ta ry  Son ja         
Baumeister preps and prints the 
bulletin (6). On Fridays, there 
are a couple members who help 
stuff the bulletins (8).  Custodian 
Jim Ziebarth makes sure that 
the sanctuary is clean, the   
sidewalks cleared of snow and 
ice, and the tables in the Family 
Life Center are cleaned and 
placed properly (9). 

On Sunday mornings, about a 
dozen Sunday School teachers 
arrive around 8am to greet the 
youth aged 5 - 12 into their 
classrooms (21 people). 

At the same time, someone (22) 
is in the kitchen preparing coffee 
for those in the Awakenings 
adult Sunday School class.  
Without the coffee, this class 
would be called Sleepenings.  
There usually are one or two 

teachers for this class,        
which typically addresses               
contemporary issues (24). 

In the Nursery, parents who 
teach Sunday School or who 
attend Awakenings drop their 
young children off, so two      
nursery workers are available 
from 8:15 until 10:45 (26). Next 
door, the choir members have 
arrived in the Music Room for a 
final practice with director Andy 
Parks. The choir sings twice a 
month. On the other Sundays, 
Noah Reif’s Handbell Choir, or 
Ted Huebbe’s Church Steps 
String Band, or the Joyful Noise 
youth band participate. These 
musical groups range in size 
from 6 - 12 members. In today’s 
service there were ten people in 
the Church Steps String Band 
(now we are up to 36 people). 

Around 9am, things start      
hopping in the kitchen. Two 
members from Connecting   
Ministry arrive to prepare       
multiple carafes of coffee and 
various snacks for Coffee      
Fellowship following the worship 
service (38). 

About this time, things also start 
heating up in the Narthex.  One 
of the Elders unlocks the doors 
(39) while four Ushers arrive 
and make sure that they have 
bulletins ready to distribute (43).  
The Greeters arrive with smiles 
on their faces (45). The other 
members of the Technology 
Crew arrive to assist with sound, 
projection, and cameras (48). 

Following the service, there are 
many clean-up tasks. The    
Ushers go back to pick up the 
Friendship Pads and leftover 
bulletins. The Elder of the Month 
is on hand to make sure that the 
offering monies are attended to 
and then taken to the bank as 
well as making sure that all the 

doors are locked and the lights 
are off (49). Those Connecting 
Ministry members who prepared 
Coffee Fellowship wait until  
everyone is finished to clean the 
tables and wash dishes. 

Not to be forgotten is the        
tremendous amount of planning 
and preparation that occurs long 
before every Sunday.  Meggan 
Farewell, Director of Christian 
Education (50), and the eight or 
so members of the Christian 
Education Ministry (58) plan  
curriculum and make sure that 
the teachers have the proper 
materials and supplies. The 
Worship and Music Ministry   
members (about 6 not already 
counted) meet monthly to plan 
special events and make sure 
that things for all of us don't   
become stale (64). There are 
Deacons who prepare the     
elements for Communion,     
prepare for baptisms, and make 
sure that the front of the church 
looks beautiful (70).  And then 
someone purchases flowers and 
another makes sure that this is 
covered each week (72).  Lastly, 
there are four different people 
who coordinate the Greeters, 
Acolytes, Ushers, and Liturgists 
(76). 

So, those who answered          
d) 76 people are correct! 

Note: This doesn’t include   
members of the Leadership & 
Stewardship Ministry who are 
responsible for our quality staff 
and raising funds to accomplish 
everything. It also doesn’t           
include the Building & Grounds 
Ministry members who make       
everything work, but I had to 
stop somewhere. 

If you are not one of these    
people who are directly or      
indirectly involved in the  
Sunday worship and would 
like to be, please see any one 
of the people mentioned in 
this article, and we will gladly 
find a place for you to help 
out! 

How Many Does i t  Take?    
S o m e t h i n g  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t . . .  B y  S t e v e  W a r n e r  



 

 

Here’s last month’s photo…          
 

It’s the Betz family - Diane and 
Mark with sons Jake and  

Andy from 1984!  

 F.U.P.C. Time Machine 
 

 Each month we’ll share an old photo of one of our current church families.  

 See if you can guess who it is, then watch for more details next month! 

The Betz family moved to De Pere in 1983 when 
Mark purchased Packer City International Trucks.  
Diane joined the staff at the preschool that used to 
be located at First United. She says she admired 
the integrity and faithfulness of the church members 
she observed so much that she and Mark decided 
to join the church in 1985.  

Mark became an elder and served on the Building 
and Grounds Ministry when the Koinonia Lounge 

and new Sunday School rooms were added. Diane became a children’s librarian at Brown County 
Library and served two terms as a Deacon and two terms as an Elder. Jake (now teaching in       
Chicago) served as youth deacon, and Andy (working for Schreiber Foods in the area) served as 
youth elder.  

Grandson Arthur is almost 18 months old and keeps Diane and Mark busy with long walks, banging 
on the piano, asking for books to be read, 
and wild games of ball. He’s due to become 
a big brother next spring!   

The Betz family is extremely grateful to First 
United Presbyterian Church for the strong 
relationships and faith developed while   
being members of this church. 

Here’s our next Time Machine 
photo from the early 1980’s. See 
an up-to-date picture and find 
out more about them next 
month! 



 

 

  

  The Giving Tree  
     Monthly Update     

                                (as of October 31, 2014) 

 The Operating Fund (2014 Budget = $300,000) 

                                            Budget    Actual 

 YTD Offerings              $218,563           $233,898 

 YTD Per Capita Contributions      $5,100     $5,347 

 YTD Operating Total Income*            $248,105           $259,697 

 YTD Ministry Expenses             $248,802                           $236,871 

 Ending Balance (October 31, 2014)   $20,000   $32,456 

 

 The Building Fund (2014 Budget = $61,000) 

 YTD Offerings and Gifts     $52,000     $52,456 

 YTD Payments      $51,800     $53,387 

 Ending Balance (October 31, 2014)   $13,500   $12,904 

 

  Designated Funds and Special Offerings 

 YTD Offerings and Gifts           $46,758 

 YTD Disbursements            $43,243 

 Ending Balance (October 31, 2014)           $8,294 

 

  YTD = Year to Date 

    *  = Income from all sources including building use, interest, endowment, offerings,  

  per capita, and miscellaneous.  

And he said to them, “Take 
care! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed;   
for one’s life does not       
consist in the abundance of           
possessions.”    

                          Luke 12:15   

If you give by automatic withdrawal or electronic checks, slips saying       

“I Give Electronically” are in the pew racks. Drop one in the offering plate 

as a symbolic way of showing your generosity. You don’t need to add 

your name. If you are interested in learning more about the options, add 

your name and e-mail address to the slip and place it in the offering plate. 

Our treasurer will send you information.  



 

 

Worship Volunteers 
 

Greeters 

7 - Jeremy & Amanda Beck 
14 - the Dorn family 

21 - Marilyn Heim & Annette 

Kinchen  
24 - TBD 

28 - Judy & Tori England  
 

Liturgists 

7 - Scott Furlong 
14 - Jen Van De Hei 

21 - Vera Dauffenbach 
24 (4pm) - Tom Steffen 

24 (11pm) - Becky Nyberg 

28 - Kathy Gutzman 
 

Acolytes 

7 - Mackenzie Lindow 
14 - Violet Smale 

21 - Adam Dill 
28 - Ashton Macklem   

 

Ushers 

 7 - Roger Lange, Brenda Gauger, 
Betsy Koltz, & Marilyn Heim 

14 - Frank Petiniot, Vern Pahl, 

Norb & Sue Goral 

21 - Tom & Martha Bayer and 

Wally & Laurel Heil 

24 - TBD 

28 - Steve, Lori, Adam & Alex Dill 
and Donna Cass 

 

Elder of the Month 

Cindi Barnett 
 

Deacons of the Month 

Judy England (and all the Deacons) 
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1 - F.U.P.C. (165!) 

 John Herber 

 Dan Thorpe 

3 - Barb Boehler 

 Lora Warner 

4 - Megan Braun 

 Beverly Rondeau 

7 - Carol Pointer 

8 - Colin Driscoll 

 Cassie Griffin 

11 - Adam Longton 

12 - Debra Hibray 

13 - Rebecca Dzekute 

14 - Alexus Carlson 

 Natalie Schnitzler 

15 - Kathy Gutzman 

 Nick Gutzman 

 Tom Renier 

17 - Troy Cornell 

 Sydney Goddard 

21 - Brenda Duncanson 

22 - Cole Griffin 

 Bob Knuth 

29 - Betsy Koltz 

30 - Philip Bredael 

 Dave Griffin 

Dates to Remember 

Happy Birthday! 

Children’s 

Christmas  

Pageant 
 

December 21 

Christmas Music Festival 

December 14 

Blue Christmas Service 

December 17, 6:30pm 

Christmas Eve        

Services 

4pm & 11pm 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
Weekly 

Jazzercise Schedule 
 

Monday = 5:45p 

Tuesday & Thursday = 

9a, 4:30p, 5:45p 

Saturday = 8am 

1   Ministry Monday 

530p B&G - Library 

6p W&M - 5th/6th 

630p Connecting-R11 

630p L&S - KL 

7p CE - Md Hi Rm 

2  
 

6p Handbells 

730p Church  
         Steps/Joyful 
          Noise 

3 
 

 

545p Simple 
           Supper 

630p Mdl / Sr High 

4 

9a PWCT - Rm11 

930a Mission 
     Sewing - KL 

7p Men’s Bible 
          Study - KL 

5 
915a Private -  
              Sanc 

 

 

6p Private - 
              Sanc 

6  

7  

830a Sunday School,  
         Awakenings - KL,  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Worship 

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

1045a Memorial Comm. 

3p PW Christmas Tea - KL 

530p Contemp. Rdrs - KL  

8  

 

 

 

 

 

630p Deacons-Rm11 

9   

 

 

6p Handbells 

630p Private - 
             Sanctuary 

730p Church 
         Steps/Joyful  
          Noise 

10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

630p Mdl / Sr High 

11   Ministry 

           Minutes Due 
 

1130a Ruth/ 
     Talbot Circle -  
      Offsite 

 

 

7p Chantelles 
    Benefit Concert 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13      

14 

830a Sunday School,  
         Awakenings - KL,  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Worship-Music Fest 

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

1145a Christmas Giving 
     Tree Organization Mtg. 

15  Newsletter 

              Deadline 

 
 

 

 

630p Session - KL 

16 Shelter Cakes  

 

 

6p Handbells 

600p Private - KL 

730p Church 
         Steps/Joyful  
         Noise 

17 
930a Esther Cir - KL 

 

 

630p Blue 
Christmas Worship  

630p Mdl / Sr High 

18 
 
 
 
 

 

7p Men’s Bible 
      Study - KL 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
9a 

Pageant 

Rehearsal 

 

21 

830a Sunday School,  
         Awakenings - KL,  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Children’s Christmas 
                       Pageant  

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

22    

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

6p Handbells 

730p Church 
         Steps/Joyful 
          Noise 

24   
CHRISTMAS EVE 

4p Christmas Eve 
                  Worship 

11p Christmas Eve 
 Worship w/ Comm 

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
 

26 
 

  

27 

28  

830a Intergenerational 
      Sunday School Activity 

945a Worship 

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

31 
NEW YEARS EVE 

 

Visit 
www.firstunitedpc.org 

for the most up-to-date 
calendar information and 

other important 
items of interest.  

29   Ministry 

          Agendas Due 

 

 
 

 

Abbreviations:    

  FLC = Family 
        Life Center 
  KL = Koinonia 
        Lounge 
  Lib = Library 
  Sanc = 
       Sanctuary   

30 

 

 
 

 

DECEMBER 2014 

OFFICE CLOSED 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 


