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Happy New Year! 

As we celebrate a new year, our 
church is preparing to embark on a 
new journey in its long history. This 
year, First United Presbyterian 
Church will be entering into a      
process of re-imagining, discerning, 
and seeking God’s vision for our 
church. For over a century and half, 
the church has been actively        
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  G re a t            
Commission of “Go and make        
disciples” (Matt. 28:19) and the Great 
Commandment to “Love God, 
neighbor, and self.” (Matt. 
22:36-40). As a result of 
the fact that each          
congregation fills these 
commands in unique ways, 
it is important that we 
spend time to intentionally 
listen to God’s specific call 
through prayer, Bible 
study,  s i lence, and         
discussion. 

This year as we begin this process of 
listening to God’s voice for our 
church, we will seek to recognize 
what God is already doing and      
discover what situations and          
oppor tun i t ies  ex is t  f o r  our             
congregation as we follow the Holy 
Spirit’s leading into the future! We 
know as Christians that amazing 
things happen in the church when 
the desires of the congregation are 
aligned with God’s will. 

Below you will find important dates 
for our “Church Vision Quest.” 
Please be sure to familiarize yourself 
with the dates and keep in mind    
upcoming events. Your help and  

participation is critical in assisting the 
church as we listen and discern 
God’s will for our congregation. We 
need every member and friend of 
First United Presbyterian Church as 
we engage in this exciting process; 
which, with God’s blessings, will     
enable FUPC to continue for the next 
century to be active and vibrant    
participants in Jesus Christ’s life- 
changing ministry! 
                               In Christ, 

                           Pastor Luke 

 

CHURCH VISION QUEST 

DATES 

Sunday, February 15 
Congregational Meeting 

& Vision Quest Kick-Off 

Thursday, February 19 
Begin six-week 
church- wide 

Bible Study Groups 

Sunday, February 22 - Begin five-
week class - “Five Practices of 

Fruitful Congregations” 

Sunday, April 12 - Congregational 
“Table Talk” discussion following 

Worship Service 

Friday, April 17 & Saturday, April 18 
Session and Board of Deacons  

Visioning Retreat at                       

St. Norbert’s Abbey 

Sunday, May 3 - Congregational 
Luncheon celebrating and       

sharing God’s vision for FUPC 

*Dates subject to change.  

mailto:info@pcusadepere.org


 

 

Hey guys, you’re invited 

to join us for our Men’s 

Bible Study & Prayer 

Group. This month, 

we’ll be meeting on 

Thursday, January 8 

and 22 at 7pm for a chance to learn more 

about the Bible and what it means in our lives.  

We hope you’ll make it a New Year’s resolution 

to come out and give it a try! 

What’s Going On... 
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Presbyterian Women 
h a ve  a d d e d  t wo          
collection jars in the 
Gathering Area just    
outside the Family Life 
Center. Please help in 
the collection of both 

“Box Tops for          Education” labels (on 
many General Mills products) and “Labels for 
Education” (on many Campbell/Swanson soup 
products). All of the fundraising labels collected 
will be donated to Syble Hopp School which 
serves disabled children in Brown County. 

The “Warmth of the Son” 
group is back with more fleece 
blanket tying for 2015!        
Everyone’s invited to join the 
group on January 4 and 
January 11 following worship.  
Earlier blankets have been 
given to Golden House, the 

St. Vincent ER S.A.N.E. nurses, and the De 
Pere Fire & Rescue team. Come have some 
fun and help share the warmth of the Son!  

Did you know you can give 

to the church by automatic 

withdrawal or electronic 

checks? If you want to 

learn more, find a little blue 

“I Give Electronically” card in the pew racks. 

Add your name and e-mail address and place 

it in the offering plate. Our treasurer will send 

you more information. It’s safe and easy! 

The Contemporary     
Readers Group will meet  
Sunday, January 4 at 
5:30pm in the Koinonia 
Lounge. Dan Hamersky 
will be reviewing the book, 
Eternal Life: A New    
Vision by John Spong. Remember, you don’t 
have to have read the book to join us for an 
enlightening discussion. Contact Jean        
Hamersky, Lee Richardson, or Anneliese 
Waggoner for more information.  

The Presbyterian 

Pantry 

“Item of the Month” 

for January is: 

Jell-O 

Wednesday, January 7, at 

5:45pm, members of the   

Building & Grounds Ministry will 

host our next Simple Supper 

gathering. The planned menu is 

“Breakfast for Dinner”. Bring 

your family and invite your friends. You’re sure 

to enjoy some good food and great fellowship!  

Calling all volleyball players! 
The church volleyball 
league starts Friday,    
January 2.  We plan to have 
a co-ed team made up of 
youth (must be at least 14 to 
play), young adults, and 
older adults. Games are   
Friday nights at Calvary    
Lutheran Church on Ridge 
Road (near the stadium). 

Contact Steve Warner at 405-8808 for more 
information. 



 

 

Intergenerational                

Sunday School 

We had a great time at our first 
Intergenerational Sunday 
School on the first Sunday of 
Advent. With more than 40    
children, youth, and adults in  
attendance, we learned what  
Advent means (“coming”) and 
that it is a time that we can    
prepare our hearts and minds for 
the birth of Jesus.  We made  
paper advent wreaths to take 
home and light each week of  
Advent along with a devotional to 
do together as a family. We    
enjoyed hearing the story, The 
Wonder of Christmas while    
eating some delicious snacks.  
Finally, as a  family, we made   
ornaments to hang on our trees 
t h a t     
inc luded 
t h i n g s 
that we 
w e r e 
e a c h 
c o m m i t -
ted to  
d o i n g 
during the season like praying 
every day, reading our Bibles, 
listening to our parents, etc. 

On December 28, we had      
another  In tergenerat iona l      
Sunday School gathering that 
was a birthday party for Jesus.  
As their gift, each person 
brought a canned or non-
perishable food item for the 
Presbyterian Pantry. We read 
the Christmas story from the   
Bible, sang “Happy Birthday” to 
Jesus, and ate birthday cake.  
We also enjoyed playing 
“traditional” birthday party games 
and hearing the story God Gave 

us Christmas. Thankful for the 
best gift ever - Jesus - we took 
time to make Thank You cards 
for someone special to each of 
us. 

We will have one more            
opportunity for all ages to have 
Sunday School together on 
January 4 as we gather to learn 
all about Epiphany.  Come to the 
Family Life Center at 8:30am 
and ponder what gift you will 
give to Jesus. Like the Wise 
Men, we will have an opportunity 
to go on a journey and take our 
gift to the newborn King. 

Bible Challenge 

The third graders who recently 
received their Bibles were mailed  
a Bible Worksheet to help them 
get more familiar with their new 
Bibles. As an incentive, they   
received a prize for completing 
their worksheets and turning 
them in to me.  If you still haven’t 
finished yours, there is still time! 

 

Christmas Pageant  

A wonderful time 
was had by all 
d u r i n g  t h e 
C h r i s t m a s   
Pageant on   
December 21.  
The children and 
youth did a    
fantastic job 

leading the congregation in the 
telling of the Christmas story.   

All of the Sunday school children 
and teachers did a great job  
preparing for the pageant. A  
special “thank you” to Brenda 
D u n c a n s o n  a n d  S c o t t     
McPherson for working with their 
5

th
 and 6

th
 grade class as they 

memorized their lines.  We are 
also extremely grateful for Becky 
Nyberg who made several new 
costumes and “spruced up”    
others. Thanks also to Jan   
Pomprowitz who made all new 
angel wings and to Pat 
Roznowski who ironed all of the 
costumes!   

Way to go to all of our wonderful 
cast: 

Narrators:  Arianna Duncanson, 
Ashton Macklem, Renee Pajkos, 
Calli Van De Hei, and Logan Van 
De Hei  

Prophet: Blake Van De Hei  

Gabriel: Braeden Janssen  

Mary: Emilie Planert  

Joseph: Jonas Wirtanen  

Innkeeper: Kellyn Pelegrin  

Angels: Emily Jensen, Daisy 
Lester  

Wise Men: Ian Mackey, Rhett 
Mehlberg, Lucas Planert  

Shepherds: 3rd & 4th grade 
boys  

Angels: 1st - 4th grade girls  

Donkeys: 1st & 2nd grade boys  

Sheep: 4K & Kindergarten   

Christian Education Ministry News  

                                                                              by Meggan Farwell, D.C.E.                                                                                 
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CONNECTING…                   

       . . . t o  O u r  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  t o  G o d ’ s  W o r l d  

The Spirit of Christmas and 
the Giving Tree 

Thanks to all who contributed to 
our Christmas Giving Tree with 
gifts and donations. Because of 

your generosity, 16 families in 
our community had a brighter 
Christmas. Each family received 
the gifts they requested plus a 
gift card for groceries and some 
cleaning  
supplies. The 
grocery gift 
cards were        
purchased 
with money 
contributed 
by the      
congregation 
in special          
envelopes 
that were also used for        
sanctuary flower donations. 
Thanks to Marilyn Kabat, 
Diane Betz, and everyone else 
who worked so hard to           
coordinate everything for this 
important  project on behalf of 
our church. 

Ringing Bells for Christmas   

If you stopped at ShopKo in De 
Pere anytime on Saturday,   
November 22, you probably 
found a member of our       
Connecting Ministry ringing 
bells for the Salvation Army.  
People signed up for a         
one-hour gig, so no one was 
burdened with a long shift.  Fun 
was had by all! We look        
forward to continuing and     
expanding upon this new      
tradition during future holiday 

seasons. We also hope others 
from our church family will join 
us next year! 

Peacemaking Offering 2014 

Thanks to all who contributed 
to the PC(USA) Peacemaking 
Offering on World Communion 
Sunday in October. Your     
contributions totaled $360. Half 
of this amount goes to the    
national programs of the PC
(USA). One fourth goes to   
projects in our presbytery, and 
one fourth stays with local    
justice/peacemaking efforts 
right here in our community. 

NEW Shelter Update 

For our December meal, the  
New Community Shelter dining 
room was decorated with white 
table cloths, red and green 
c repe paper ,  and red           
poinsettias. Thanks to Amanda 
Beck, it looked amazing!  The 
172 people who ate dinner at 
the shelter on Tuesday,        
December 16th were treated to 
a special meal prepared  by our 

 team of Bruce Kilmer, Lee 
Richardson, Deb and Dennis 
Hibray, Joe and Barb Williams, 
and Mike Kettner. 

Cakes for dessert were        
provided by Diane Betz, Vern 
Pahl, Sandy Steffen, Mike  
Kettner, and Marilyn Knuth. 
Dinner was served by Bruce 
Kilmer, Dennis and Debra Hi-
bray, Joe and Barb Williams 
and Mike Kettner. In addition, 
Lois Pelishek and Lee   
Richardson prepared and     
delivered meals to the Freedom 
House.  

Each person received a gift of 
new socks, and children        
received socks, a coloring book 
and crayons, and a small 
stuffed animal. Amanda and 
Jeremy Beck coordinated the 
distribution of the gifts. 

Special thanks to: Bruce       
Kilmer, our menu planner,     
recipe researcher and chief 
cook; the Hibrays  and         
Williams for helping to prepare 
the meal each month; Mike 
Kettner, who seasons the main 
course; and our wonderful 
Cake Crew coordinated by 
Diane Betz.  Thanks also to 
Lee Richardson and Lois 
Pelishek for helping to prepare, 
deliver, and serve the meals at 
the Freedom House each 
month. Your commitment  is 
truly appreciated!! 

To get involved at the Shelter 
on the third Tuesday of each 
month, contact Cindi Barnett 
at cindi.barnett@snc.edu or 
at 737-5376. 

by Anneliese Waggoner  

         & the Connecting Ministry  



 

 

Presbyterian Women News & Notes  

 January 8, Thursday = PW Coordinating Team Meeting @ 9am - Room 11   

 January 8, Thursday = Mission Sewing @ 9:30am - Koinonia Lounge 

 January 15, Thursday = Ruth/Talbot Circle @ Noon - Koinonia Lounge 

 January 17, Saturday = Papercrafting @ 10am - Room 11  

 January 21, Wednesday = Esther Circle Bible Study @ 9:30am - K Lounge 

 January 27, Tuesday = 4th Tuesday Readers Group @ 7pm - Church Library 

If you would like more information or are interested in attending any 

of these events, please contact Julie Mackey at 337-0890. 

Registration opens January 15 for the national 2015 Churchwide 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women. It will be held June 18-21 in 

Minneapolis - so close (for a change) that you can't miss it!  Come 

for the workshops, the inspiring worship, the super speakers, and 

the camaraderie of fellow Presbyterian women. See the bulletin 

board in the Family Life Center, and check out more details online 

at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering. 

On behalf of De Pere Christian Outreach, we 
would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of 
the church community and their staff. 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights with whom there 

is no variation or shadow due to change.  
 James 1:17 

His gift to us was the greatest of all, His Son,    
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. As we share in 
the joy of His arrival, we continue to reach out to 
the De Pere community. We are blessed with 
many volunteers at our Thrift Store and Food Pan-
try. They willingly share time, talent, and treasure 
in service to the Lord. 

We continue to be amazed by the number of faith-
ful servants who share the gifts the Lord has given 
them. We are grateful for our volunteers and all 
the support given to De Pere Christian Outreach. 
Our shared faith has allowed us to grow and plan 
for an expansion of our Butler Street Thrift Store. 

May we open our hearts to the peace and joy of 
the greatest gift or all, a babe in a manger.  Have 
a blessed Christmas and New Year. 

Your officers of De Pere Christian Outreach 

 What is Special About the Number Twenty?  
(A message from the Ecumenical Partnership for 

Housing) 

E.P.H. started in June of 1992 with four Green 
Bay area churches and one home - a  ministry to 
provide safety, stability, and solutions for     
homeless families. At our October Board      
meeting 22 years later, our twentieth church,  
Nativity of Our Lord Parish, 
joined our partnership.  
Historically, we tried to 
maintain a one-to-one    
relationship between the 
number of families we 
serve and the number of 
churches/parishes in our 
partnership. This was 
driven by the desire to have each church assume              
responsibility for preparing one home for one 
family.  We added our twentieth home and family 
almost two years ago, twenty years after        
purchasing our first home. Since then, we have 
served 486 families consisting of 1,774 adults 
and children. Thank YOU for being a partnership 
church and making a difference in the lives of 
many families.  

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering


 

 

George & Judy Cornell are familiar 
faces to many of us as former  
members. They’ve known each 
other since Judy was 5 and were 
married in 1955. George was in the 
Air Force until ’58, worked for 
Schreiber Cheese until ’82, and  
currently has a home office for    
Pacific Cheese Co. of California. 
After a break, the Cornells decided 
to re-join our church because they 
realized it “...was the place to be 
with God and some wonderful  
members.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Tank was baptized and later 
married at First Presbyterian in 
Green Bay. She has three children. 
During her career, she’s worked at          
Wisconsin Telephone Company, in 
the meat industry, and at Aurora 
Bay Care. Jamie has attended 
Celebration Church for the past 10 
years, but decided to become a 
member here after visiting because 
she was “very impressed with     
Pastor Luke and the friendly       
congregation.”  

Kevin Spiegel & Debbie Stange 
decided to join our church because 
they both liked Pastor Luke and felt 
welcomed “with open arms.” Kevin 
was raised Lutheran, and attended 
a Catholic church for more than 30 
years. Debbie belonged to Green 
Bay’s First Presbyterian for 37 
years. They both work for WPS 
and recently bought a home in 
Bellevue. We’re so glad their 
search for a church led them here! 

Barbara (“Bobbie”) and husband 
Rev. Paul Jensen were married in 
1956, and just moved to De Pere 
in August after a lifetime in the   
Pacific Northwest. If they seem  
familiar, it’s because they’ve been 
visiting their daughter, Julie 
Mackey, and her family here for 22 
years!  Bobbie worked for many 
years teaching remedial reading. 
She’s also been involved with 
Christian Education, church       
libraries, liturgical arts, and - of 
course - music. The Jensens said, 
“We appreciate the warm welcome 
we have received.” 

Kevin and Barbara 
Nixon first joined our 
church in the mid 
90’s. They were both 
ordained as Ruling 
Elders, and all four 
of their children were 
baptized here. The 
Nixons recently returned to the De 
Pere area. Barbara is an adjunct 
professor at Concordia University, 
and Kevin works in Customer    
Development for Warehouse   
Specialists. Kat and Sam are both 
currently attending De Pere High 
School. James (pictured) works for 
TailWaggers Doggie Daycare. The 
Nixon’s oldest son, Kyle, passed 
away unexpectedly three years 
ago. The entire Nixon family says 
they are “very glad to be back 
home.” 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suzanne Lester and grand-
daughter Daisy have joined us 
after “searching for a church to  
become a part of.” Suzanne was 
raised Catholic and became a 
Methodist when she got married in 
1984. She has two children and 
three grandchildren including her  
“little love,” Daisy, who lives with 
her. Suzanne  said, “F.U.P.C. won 
us over. Pastor Luke is absolutely 
awesome. He is so very kind and 
caring and always has meaningful 
things to say… Together, Daisy 
and I have found a new home with 
God at F.U.P.C.” 

In t roducing  our  latest  new 
and re turn ing members . . .  



 

 

Your               

Ruling Elders 

Cindi Barnett 

Bob Bivins 

Dave Griffin 

Cayley Griffin 

Amy Nelson 

Judy Nighorn 

Ken Nyberg 

Allan Pagel 

Tom Paulson 

Sue Pranke 

Jamie Tyrrell  

Lora Warner  

Mark Welle 

Your               

Deacons 

Judy England 

Cindy & Alan 

Finesilver 

Sydney Goddard 

Cassie Griffin 

Karen Hanold 

Marilyn Heim 

Annette Kinchen  

Sally Lindow 

Becky Nyberg 

Renee Pajkos 

Nancy Rosenthal 

Barb Ryan 

Jim Sjolie  

Your Staff 
 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Luke Farwell 

luke@firstunitedpc.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

Rev. Meggan Farwell 

dce@firstunitedpc.org 
 

COMMUNICATIONS & VIDEO COORDINATOR:  

Mark Young 

mark@firstunitedpc.org 
 

SECRETARY: 

Sonja Baumeister 

info@firstunitedpc.org 
 

TREASURER: 

Sue Planert 

treasurer@firstunitedpc.org 
 

ORGANIST: Julie Mackey 

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Andrew Parks 

HANDBELL DIRECTOR: Noah Reif  

CUSTODIAN: Jim Ziebarth 

Memorials and Living 
Gifts 

Memorials and Living Gifts 
continue to provide goods 
and services to First 
United Presbyterian 
Church that may not be 

possible within the scope of the church operating 
budget. The Memorials Committee meets as 
needed to review donations and decide the       
disbursement of funds to recommend for Session 
approval.   

Since last reporting in the summer of 2014, the 
fund has grown significantly through a memorial to 
Anna Philbrook. It is the intention of Anna’s    
family that this donation be designated for updates 
to the Koinonia Lounge. New lighting will be      
installed and conversation areas updated to honor 
these wishes.   

Another new addition to our church is a             
Zimbelstern, to be purchased with funds in     
memory of Dawn Van Hoosen. This addition to 
our organ will enhance the angelic sounds we 
hear each week. It is hoped to have this installed 
prior to Easter. 

Donations in memory of Angie Hendricks, Steve 
Cannon, and Hal and Fran Hoops allowed for   
replacing aging technology in our offices. Many 
gifts were received to aid in the unexpected      
expense of the boiler repair, and we will all enjoy 
the warmth and welcome of our building through 
this cold Wisconsin winter. 

The Judy Allan Memorial Garden provided fresh 
produce to our members and the community 
through generous gifts from many in our          
congregation. Fruit-bearing trees were planted as 
a memorial to Phil and Anna Philbrook, and the 
start up funds for next year’s garden - provided as 
a memorial to Paul Boehler - already have the 
Garden Committee anticipating spring and the 
promise of feeding more hungry people. 

The Memorials and Living Gifts Brochure is  
available on the kiosk in the Narthex and in the 
church office. Donations can be made at any time. 
All memorials and living gifts are recorded in the 
Memorials Book displayed in the Narthex.          
A policy change will allow for a lasting                    
acknowledgment of memorial gifts as signage will 
be displayed when deemed appropriate by the 
committee and approved by the Session. A Living 
Gift can honor a person or celebrate an      
achievement. A Memorial Gift remembers those 
who have passed from this life to the next. Both 
are important in the life of our church. 

mailto:gbgriffin@new.rr.com
mailto:braunaj@mail.com
mailto:jlcook@netnet.net
mailto:kencnyberg@aol.com
mailto:jaengland@new.rr.com
mailto:ncroake1@att.net


 

 

Here’s last month’s photo…              
 

It’s Bruce and Rita Kilmer from 1984! 
Bruce’s children, Barrett and Bridget, 

are on both ends. Rita’s Chris and   
Jeff Coffey are in the center.  

 F.U.P.C. Time Machine 
 

 Each month we’ll share an old photo of one of our current church families.  

 See if you can guess who it is, then watch for more details next month! 

Rita was raised 
Presbyterian and 
joined the De Pere 
church in 1968. 
Over the years, she has served as a Ruling Elder, a Deacon, 
moderator of the Presbyterian Women, and member of the 
Worship Ministry for 13 years. Rita also served as Music   Di-
rector for ten years, introducing the first “Choral             Sun-
day” (now called Music Festival) in February of 1983. With a 
music degree from St. Norbert, Rita taught junior high and ele-
mentary choral and general music in the Green Bay schools. 
Now retirement involves grandchildren, travel, Brown County 
Civic Music, the Birder Chorale, and the Botanical    Garden, in 
addition to our own choir, handbells, and more. 

Bruce grew up in the Oconto Falls Methodist Church. He joined 
our Chancel Choir in 1976, and is the longest continual  mem-
ber. He officially joined our church a few years later, serving as 
a Ruling Elder on the former Outreach Ministry and the Pastor 
Search Committee. Bruce was an 8th grade science teacher 

for 37 years, and now serves on the boards of several             
organizations. Currently, Bruce plans and prepares our monthly 
NEW Shelter meal with a team of church volunteers.  

Barrett and his wife own Indie Coffee in Madison. Bridget is a 
school principal in Menasha. Jeff is a mechanical engineer in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Chris and his wife are actors based in 
New York. The Kilmers enjoy five grandchildren, one of whom 
led them to India for a wedding not long ago.  

Here’s our next Time Machine 
photo from the early 1980’s.    
See an up-to-date picture and 
find out more about them next 
month! 
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What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me?  Psalm 116:12 

What gift can you share? 
Please make this a very personal survey. Think for a moment about what sort of activity 
would make you feel most like you are using your God-given gifts and following in the 
footsteps of Jesus. Would it be working with the youth? Helping keep our church in good 
repair? Helping with the daily paperwork? Being of service to someone less fortunate 
than you are? Any one of these could lead you to an idea of the way you may wish to 
share your time and talents.  

 

Your name:________________________________  Best phone number:___________________________ 
 

Email (write clearly):_____________________________________________________________________  

 

List any other comments or suggestions here: 

 

 

 

 

Please complete the form and return it to the church office. The information will be shared with the appropri-
ate Church Ministry Chairpersons or the person in charge of the specific activity. Thank you! 

Check 
all that 
apply 

Serving our church                                           
Talent/possible interest 

 

Check 
all that 
apply 

Serving our church                                           
Talent/possible interest 

  Meeting and welcoming visitors    Serving as an Elder or Deacon 

  Financial or investing skills    Photography 

  Helping with fundraising events    Speaking Spanish, teaching Spanish 

  Putting out treats for fellowship time    Tutoring or mentoring children 

  Helping with a Bible study    Tutoring or mentoring adults 

  Praying for others/leading prayers    Light housekeeping for EPH homes 

  Helping members to get involved    Helping prepare a meal 

  Doing light yard work or gardening    Teaching someone to cook 

  Helping with light handyman tasks    Participating in a mission trip 

  Working with technology    Preparing Christmas Giving Tree baskets 

  Helping with an adult group or class    Providing childcare for parenting classes 

  Working with young children    Helping at a food pantry 

  Developing relationships with youth    Serving with De Pere Christian Outreach 

  Dramatic reading, acting, performing    Participating in mission sewing 

  Singing regularly or on occasion    

  Playing an instrument  List any other talents/interests you would share: 

  Involving children in musical activities      

  Helping with the church library      

  Promoting healthy habits of members      

  Assisting in worship      

CONNECTING MINISTRY “TIME & TALENT SURVEY” 



 

 

THE GIVING TREE            
“They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their 
fruit in the season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they 

do, they prosper.”    Psalms 1:3             
 

Thank you for your generosity in 2014 

and your pledge for 2015. 
 

2015  STEWARDSHIP  PLEDGE  UPDATE  (as of December 23) 

      2015 Actual  2015 Session         2014 Estimated 

        Pledges            Pledge Budget      Pledges Received 

Operating Fund     $233,400                    $244,000     $238,000 

Building Fund      $59,400       $60,000      $62,000 

Combined Pledges    $292,800                $304,000     $300,000 

Per Capita Pledge       $4,541        $5,500          $5,725 

Pledge Commitments             132                     130                    126 
 

 

If you have not made your pledge yet for 2015, additional pledge cards are available in the     
Friendship Pads and in the Narthex. They can be placed in the offering plate or sent to the church 
office, attention Sue Planert. 

The purpose of making a pledge or financial commitment for 2015 is to enable your Session and 
Ministries groups to confidently plan and carry out their missions.  Your pledge gives the Ministries a 
good idea of what funds will be available during the year so they don’t have to wait or delay          
implementing their missions and programs. 

                                                                                Thank you for your generosity, 

                                                                           The Pledge Campaign Committee 

 (Ken Nyberg, Cindi Barnett, Dennis Hibray, Alan Pagel, Barb Ryan,  

 Lynn Huebbe, Mark Welle, Sue Planert, Pastor Luke Farwell) 

Our 2015 Per Capita Update 

This year’s Per Capita apportionment is $31.50 

per member. Per Capita is the amount of 

money our church pays per        

confirmed member (approximately 

$9,000) and sends to our           

Presbytery. It is then distributed 

among the General Assembly, 

Synod, and Presbytery. Your Per 

Capita payment is used to fund 

these organizations. It is the fundamental way 

that all 11,000 Presbyterian congregations are 

connected and participate in the work of the 

Presbyterian Church-USA. 

Here are the details of how the $31.50 per  

member is distributed: 

*The Presbytery (Winnebago) Per Capita is 

$19.23 per member... 

*The Synod (Lakes and Prairies)     

Per Capita is $5.20 per member... 

*The General Assembly (PC-USA)   

Per Capita is $7.07 per member... 

Please use the special Per Capita    

envelope from your weekly boxed envelopes or 

use a pew envelope and label it “Per Capita” 

when making your contribution for 2015.  



 

 

  

  The Giving Tree  
     Monthly Update     

                           (as of November 30, 2014) 

 The Operating Fund (2014 Budget = $300,000) 

                                            Budget    Actual 

 YTD Offerings              $264,100           $255,094 

 YTD Per Capita Contributions      $5,500     $5,442 

 YTD Operating Total Income*            $300,000           $282,233 

 YTD Ministry Expenses             $300,000                          $262,059 

 Ending Balance (November 30, 2014)   $20,000   $29,794 

 

 The Building Fund (2014 Budget = $61,000) 

 YTD Offerings and Gifts     $61,000     $57,192 

 YTD Payments      $61,000     $57,973 

 Ending Balance (November 30, 2014)   $13,500   $13,055 

 

  Designated Funds and Special Offerings 

 YTD Offerings and Gifts           $53,374 

 YTD Disbursements            $47,013 

 Ending Balance (November 30, 2014)         $11,141 

 

  YTD = Year to Date 

    *  = Income from all sources including building use, interest, endowment, offerings,  

  per capita, and miscellaneous.  

“...for during a severe     
ordeal of affliction, their 
abundant joy and their   
extreme poverty have  
overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part.” 

              2 Corinthians 8:2 

Slips saying “I Give Electronically” are in the pew racks. If you give by 

automatic withdrawal or electronic checks, drop one in the offering plate 

as a symbolic way of showing your generosity. You don’t need to add 

your name. If you are interested in learning more about the options, add 

your name and e-mail address to the slip and place it in the offering plate. 

Our treasurer will send you information.  



 

 

Worship Volunteers 
 

Greeters 

4 - The Driscoll Family  
11 - Joe & Barb Williams 
18 - The Vincent Family 

25 - TBD 
 

Liturgists 

4 - Pat Roznowski  
11 - Tom Steffen 
18 - Chris Bivins 
25 - Cindi Barnett 

 

Acolytes 

4 - Cole Griffith 
11 - Violet Smale 

18 - Blake Van De Hei  
25 - Ashton Macklem 

 

Ushers 

 4 - Pat, Jen, Calli, Logan,  

& Blake Van De Hei  
11 - Wally & Laurel Heil and 

Bruce & Rita Kilmer 

18 - Dennis, Lisa & Betsy Koltz 

and Brenda Gauger 

25 - Frank Petiniot, John Smith, 
Roger Lange, and Vern Pahl  

 

Elder of the Month 

Bob Bivins 
 

Deacons of the Month 

Sydney Goddard & Annette Kinchen 
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2 - Jack Planert   

 Ava Thorpe-Brawner 

3 - Elaine Kozlovsky  

 Mary Larson 

 Lucille Malcolm 

4 -  Alex Thorpe 

5 - Lizzy Renier 

7 - Loreen Nienhaus 

10 - Sara Gauger 

11 - Ian McPherson 

12 - Corday Goddard 

13 - Rachel French 

14 - Lane Maroszek 

15 - Keith French  

17 - Betty Pajkos 

 Andrea Thorpe 

18 - Debby Cordova 

19 - Patti Merrifield 

20 - Daniel Pointer 

22 - Stanley Von Hoff 

24 - Phyllis La Rock 

 Nancy Rosenthal 

27 - Sue Hutchison 

28 - Jean Schneider 

30 - Becky Crooks 

 Pete Herber, Jr. 

31 - Deloris Herber 

Dates to Remember 

Happy Birthday! 

Warmth of the Son 

Fleese blanket tying 

January 4 & 11 

after worship 

Simple Supper 

Wednesday,       

January 7, 5:45pm 

Church 

Vision Quest 
(February - May) 

Congregational 

Meeting 

& Kick-off 

Sunday, 

February 15 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
Weekly 

Jazzercise Schedule 
 

Monday = 5:45p 

Tuesday & Thursday = 

9a, 4:30p, 5:45p 

Saturday = 8am 

Abbreviations:    

  FLC = Family 
        Life Center 
  KL = Koinonia 
        Lounge 
  Lib = Library 
  Sanc = Sanctuary 

1 

NEW YEARS DAY 

2 

 

3  Visit 
www.firstunitedpc.org 

for the most up-to-date 
calendar information and 

other important 
items of interest.  

4  

830a Intergenerational 
         Education Activity  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Worship 

1045a Congregation Mtg 

11a Coffee Fellowship 

11a Warmth of the Son  
             Blanket Tying - KL 

530p Contemp. Rdrs - KL  

5   Ministry Monday 

 

 

 

530p B&G - Library 

6p W&M - 5th/6th 

630p Connecting-R11 

630p L&S - KL 

630p CE - MdHi Rm 

 

6   

 

 

 

 

 

6p Handbells 

630p Private - 
             Rm 12-13 

7  

 

 

 

 

545p Simple Supper 

630p Mdl / Sr High 

630p Private -  
                Rm 12-13 

8    
9a PWCT - Rm 11 

930a Mission 
         Sewing - KL 

 

 

 

7p Men’s Bible 
          Study - KL 

9 

 

10      

11 

830a Sunday School,  
         Awakenings - KL,  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Worship 

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

11a Warmth of the Son  
             Blanket Tying - KL 

12   
ANNUAL REPORTS 

DUE to OFFICE 

 

 

 

630p Deacons-Rm11 

13  

 

 

 

 

6p Handbells 

630p Private - 
             Rm 12-13 

14 
 

 

630p Mdl / Sr High 

645p Pledge Mtg -  
               5th/6th 

730p Joyful Noise 

15 Newsletter 
 Deadline  &          

           Ministry 
        Minutes Due 

 

Noon Ruth/ 
     Talbot Circle -  
      KL 

 

16  
 

 

17 
10 Paper- 
     crafting -  
       Rm 11 

18 

830a Sunday School,  
         Awakenings - KL,  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Worship 

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

19    

 

 

 

 

630p Session - KL 

20 Shelter Cakes  
 

 

6p Handbells 

630p Private - 
             Rm 12-13 

21   

930a Esther Cir - KL 

 

 

630p Mdl / Sr High 

730p Joyful Noise 

22 
 

 

 

7p Men’s Bible 
      Study - KL 

23 
 

24 

25  

830a Sunday School,  
         Awakenings - KL,  
         & Choir Practice 

945a Worship 

1045a Coffee Fellowship 

26  27 
 

6p Handbells 

630p Private - 
             Rm 12-13 

7p 4th Tuesday 
        Readers - Lib 

28 

 

 

 
630p Mdl / Sr High 

29  Ministry 

       Agendas Due 

30   
 

31 

JANUARY 2015 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 


