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The 175
th

 Anniversary Celebration 
First United Presbyterian Church 
605 N. Webster Avenue, De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

It is impossible to look back on 175 years and effectively tell the story of a church that is still 
vibrant, flourishing and essential to its members and the community. There is a place for dates 
and facts, but more importantly the story of the church is told by the people breathing life into it 
every day of every year past, present, and future. 

The charter for the First Presbyterian Church and Society 
of De Pere was signed by 10 members - 7 from the same 
family. Over time membership has grown to 600 plus, 
diminished to under 300, grew again, declined again, grew 
some more. The membership has continually provided a 
safe space for worship, spiritual growth, exploration of 
ideas, Christian education for all ages, fellowship, 
nurturing and caring of and for its members, friends and 
the greater community. 

From the very beginning worship has been at the forefront 
of our activities. The congregation has been shepherded 
by 19 male pastors, 1 male and 3 female associate 
pastors, 1 female transitional pastor, 4 male interim 
pastors, and 1 male and 1 female co-pastors, who are 

married to each other. These ministers have all been educated and ordained as Ministers of 
the Word and Sacrament and have worked closely with the Session; the Elders elected to 
govern the church and do the business of the church. The Board of Deacons are members 
elected to assist the Pastor in caring for the congregation, providing compassion, aid and 
comfort in times of illness or sorrow, witnessing to Godôs love, and serving as Christôs hands 
and feet. 

Music has been a vital component of worship. For the first five years of existence, worship 
services were held in the courthouse, the only public building with room to accommodate the 
congregation. The 7-member choir sang from the prisonerôs box. Five years later the 
congregation moved into their own building, and the choir gained dedicated space. Whether 
singing from the choir loft, the balcony, or 
the steps of the Chancel, the choir has 
enriched the service of worship. FUPC 
has been blessed with the talents of fine 
organists, pianists and choir directors 
who have provided meaningful anthems 
and led the hymns of the day, enhancing 
the worship experience. Sunday School 
classes, childrenôs choirs and youth 
choirs have sung for worship. Handbells 
were purchased in 1993. A Grand Piano 
Capital Campaign was formed in 1997 to 
purchase a restored Steinway grand piano for the sanctuary at a cost of $20,000.  The piano 
was dedicated in 1998. In 2021 the group ñJoyful Noiseò became a permanent part of the 
service. Throughout our history guest soloists and musical groups have been welcomed at 



worship to share their talents with the congregation. Pastor Luke Farwell has preached a 
sermon series on Broadway show tunes. Music is a very important part of FUPC. Sincere 
thanks go to the hundreds and hundreds of people who have shared their musical talents 
throughout our rich history. 

The people who keep the church going are the members and friends dedicated to worship and 
service to our Lord. Throughout history menôs groups, 

womenôs groups, couples groups, seniorôs groups, 
childrenôs groups, and youth groups have been formed, 
disbanded, formed again, and/or transformed into 
something different. The founding ideas are always the 
same: fellowship, service, education, and fun. Countless 
meals, study sessions, mission work, field trips, work 
projects, planning meetings, fundraisers, and activities 
have been held. Funds have supported mission work, 
provided for building needs, sent families and youth to 

camps, and provided disaster relief. Fruit cakes have been 
baked and sold every fall since 1958. Quilts, hats, mittens, prayer shawls and dresses have 
been given to those in need. Manpower, womanpower, and muscle have painted, repaired, 
rebuilt, and comforted across the city, state, country, and beyond.      

Education has always been an important component of the 
Presbyterian Church. Throughout our long history study groups, 
prayer groups, Sunday School and Vacation Bible School have 
provided uplifting, inspirational, and enjoyable ways to learn 
Godôs Word and apply it in daily living. Guest speakers have 
shared their knowledge of historical events, contemporary 
issues, and everything in between. Pastors have preached on 
scripture, bringing those lessons into daily life. In the Pastorôs 
absence, church Elders, Deacons, and members have led 
worship and shared thoughts at services. 

Fellowship and good food 
are another component of life in the church. Potluck 
dinners, celebration dinners, Simple Suppers, Agape 
meals, chili cook-offs, pancake and porky breakfasts, 
Bread-breakers, progressive dinners, Coffee 
Fellowship, Youth Coffee Shop, fund-raising dinners and 
numerous cookbook volumes bring the church family 
together. Food drives have stocked the Presbyterian 
Pantry and De Pere Christian Outreach Pantry. 

With the exception of baking and selling fruitcakes, none of 
the things listed above are exclusive to First United Presbyterian Church, yet all of them are 
unique because of the people involved in planning, performing, and enjoying these activities. 
Over 175 years the actions of the church have remained basically the same for FUPC as for all 
churches - worshipping and serving God. This church is built on the Word of God, the 
teachings of Jesus, the charge of the Great Commission to make disciples of all people and 
the unconditional love and grace bestowed on it from above. With this foundation, we can 
continue for the next 175 years ñChanging lives through Godôs love in Christ.ò



Greetings  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As the Letter of Paul to the Romans begins, 
"First, I thank God through Jesus Christ for all of 
you because your faith is proclaimed throughout 
the world." We, too, want to begin with 
thanksgiving for your commitment and support of 
the First United Presbyterian Church of De Pere, 
Wisconsin. We celebrate our 175th Anniversary 
on December 8, 2024, with a deep and abiding 
sense of reverence and awe for God's blessings 
upon this congregation. From its humble 

beginnings in the local courthouse to its current home on the corner of Webster and George 
Street, the same Triune God has guided and provided for His people.   

Celebrating this significant milestone in the congregation's life, we would be remiss not to 
recollect the saints who selflessly gave of themselves so we could be afforded this unique 
moment in the Church's history. On an occasion like this, we sense our deeper familial 
connection to our brothers and sisters in faith. Ecclesiastesô author writes, "I know that 
whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything takes from it; 
God has done this so that all should stand in awe before Him." We recognize today that we 
form a chain between the dead, the living, and the not yet born. This knowledge allows us to 
realize our dependence upon those who came before us and our responsibility to those who 
will follow us. 

During this Jubilee Celebration, it is natural to ask ourselves what the future of our Church will 
look like for the following generations. The Scots Confession tells us the Church will be where 
"the true preaching of the Word of God and the right administration of the Sacraments" occurs. 
No matter how cultures change and civilizations rise and fall, The Letter to the Hebrews states, 
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." Thus, the First United 
Presbyterian Church is part of the great cloud of witnesses who trace their lineage back to an 
upper room in Jerusalem when the day of Pentecost arrived and who will be responsible for 
generations of Christians to follow them.  

In closing, we sincerely thank the Jubilee Committee, which has faithfully and joyfully provided 
opportunities to celebrate and reflect on this anniversary. And, let us rejoice with thanksgiving 
that we would be so blessed to witness this venerable celebration, giving thanks to God and 
those faithful witnesses who came before us. May we never lack the same zeal and love of 
God that, through the many years, brought us to this moment. When asked, "Whom do you 
serve?" let us answer as those first disciples of Jesus replied, "We serve the living God, who 
made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them." May it be God's will for 
the next 175 years. 

In Christ,      

Co-Pastors Luke and Meggan Farwell 



Our Staff  

 

The staff of First United Presbyterian Church are dedicated, selfless, 

talented people always ready to help. They have the sincerest appreciation 

of the entire membership.   

Pictured above (L-R) are Mark Young, Communications & A/V Coordinator (& 

Historian); Andy Parks, Music Director; Ken Nyberg, Treasurer; Julie Mackey, 

Organist; Ted Heubbe, Hand Bell Director; Marilyn Heim, Administrative 

Assistant; Rev. Dr. Luke Farwell, Co-Pastor; and Rev. Meggan Farwell, 

Co-Pastor. 

 

 

 

ñWell done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, 

I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.ò 

                                                                                   Matthew 25:23        



Our Pastors 

                                                               
   Rev. John Stewart                                          Rev. Lemuel Spofford         Rev. W.O. Campbell           

          1849-1851                                                            1854-1866                         1866-1869 

 

 

                                                   
Rev. Jonathon Wolcott      Rev. Samuel Crissman                                           Rev. Samuel Hay 

           1869-1873                            1873-1877                                                            1878-1882    

 

 

            
   Rev. R.O. Kellogg         Rev. George Healy         Rev. Howard Talbot       Rev. B.L. Bergstrom 

         1882-1889                            1889                           1889-1910                         1910-1915      

  

 

Rev. J.C. 

Knapp             

1851-1852 

 

 

Rev. Joshua 

Phelps 

1852-1954 

 

 

 

Rev. Thomas 

Stephenson 

 

1877-1878 

          



 
         Rev. Charles Evans    Rev. Dr. Howard Talbot  Rev. Charles Evans     Rev. Benjamin Kell                       
                 1915-1918                returned 1918-1929       returned 1929-1936            1937-1943    
 
 

      
       Rev. Charles Fulcomer   Rev. Gervase Zanotti   Rev. Robert Poland     Rev. Leland Rubesh                            

                 1943-1951                       1951-1954                    1955-1958                      1958-1970     
      

  

     
       Rev. Dick Anderson     Rev. Julie Christianson  Rev. Richard Brundin    Rev. Susan Jaeger 

               1970-1990                Associate 1979-1983      Associate 1984-1987     Associate 1988-1991  

 



                                      
            Rev. Cliff Haskins                    Rev. James Wooten                  Rev. Gene Crooks      

                  1990-1991                                   1991-1995                                 1995-1997   

 

                                  
          Rev. Dr. Ted Tromble                Rev. Becky Johnston                Rev. Ray Larson         

                  1997-2010                                        2010                                    2010-2012 

 

 

                         
                Rev. Dee Talley                  Rev. Dr. Luke Farwell            Rev. Meggan Farwell                          

                       2012                                  2013 - present                        2020 - present         
   



Our Buildings 
 

1st Official Gathering Location 

The first official location of the First 

Presbyterian Society of De Pere in 1849 

was in the top floor courtroom of the 

Brown County Courthouse. It was located 

on the corner of George Street and 

Wisconsin. The lower level was the county 

jail and living quarters for the jailer and his 

family. As the church quickly grew, they 

began making plans for their own church 

building. 

   
     

 

 

 

 

A stone marker was erected on the location in 1930 

and rededicated in 2009 to commemorate the spot 

of the courthouse. You can still find it there today 

on the corner of George and Wisconsin Streets. 

 

 

1st Church Building 

After four years of hope and work 

and planning, our congregation 

was finally able to build their own 

church building! Member Godfrey 

Miller was so inspired that he 

donated lumber he had been 

collecting for his own home to 

help build the First Presbyterian 

Church. On the afternoon of 

March 31, 1854, this ñsuitable 

edificeò was solemnly dedicated 

on Michigan near James Street. 



 

 

  

 

 
 

    
 

      
 
 
 
    
 
    

     

2nd Church Building 

In 1884, a fire swept through a large part 
of De Pere , destroying our first church. 

While parishioners held meetings in 
rooms above a local store, plans were 

developed for our next facility. On 
October 18, 1887, our second church 

was dedicated on the corner of N. 
Michigan and James Streets. For more 

than 70 years, our church family 
worshiped and grew in this ñfriendly 
church on the cornerò (as it was known 

by many in the area). 

 

Beginning of a New Chapter 

After more than 100 years of growth 
and change, it became time to look 

ahead to the next chapter of our 
churchôs life. In September of 1956, 
we purchased a 2.1 acre plot of land 

on Webster Avenue near George 
Street as the spot for our new facility 

for the future. 

                                            Our Current Church Begins 

The transition began with a brand new Christian Education Building facing Webster. It 
was dedicated on May 3, 1959. At first, Sunday School classes were held there while 
worship and meetings were still held at the older church. Group meetings and even 

dinners began transferring over (with a temporary kitchen set up in the boiler room). In 
1962, it was finally decided to even move worship services over as construction was 

beginning on a new, connected Sanctuary! 



 
 

Monthly  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sanctuary Added 

On April 7, 1963, we broke ground 
for the current Sanctuary to be 

connected to the existing Christian 
Education building. It was a 
wonderful new facility in an 

amazing location facing Webster 
Avenue. By September 8, we were 

dedicating our new place of 
worship by officially setting the 

1963 cornerstone and beginning 
our new era of worship. 

 

Bell Tower & South Wing 
 

In October 1988, we 
completed a new bell tower 

that housed our original 
1887 bell. A south wing 

addition was dedicated in 
June 1989 including the 

Koinonia Lounge plus new 
classrooms below. Also that 

year, the concrete block 
walls in the sanctuary were 

plastered and painted. 
 

 Todayôs Church Facility 

Air conditioning was added to the sanctuary in 1999. Our beautiful stained glass 
windows were dedicated in 2001. A major addition began construction in 2006 that 
would move our meal/casual gathering area up to the ground level, create an open, 

high-ceiling area for youth activities and gatherings, and expand our kitchen facilities for 
many uses. The project also included upgrades to our sanctuary in addition to several 

classrooms. Our Family Life Center was officially dedicated on September 9, 2007.      



Monthly Presentations 

 
On the first Sunday of each month during 2024, a different period of First United Presbyterian 
Church was highlighted at the beginning of the Sunday worship service. These presentations 
were researched, written and presented by members of the Jubilee Committee. They also 
prepared a photo board that graced the Narthex for the month and was then displayed in the 
Family Life Center for the remainder of the year and at the celebration dinner on December 8 
at the Marq Supper Club. The anniversary hymn with lyrics by Rita Kilmer was used as the 
starting point for each era. The corresponding verses were sung as the prelude to worship on 
those first Sundays.   
 
 

1849-1851 
Presented by Dawn Picard 

 
Happy New Year! Itôs wonderful to have 2024 spread out before us, full of possibility and hope 
for better things, so it seems rather odd to be looking behind us. Weôre going back to 1849, 
175 years ago. 

De Pere had been in existence for 13 years, although not yet a city. The population of this little 
town was less than 200 people. The state of Wisconsin was one year old. De Pere had been 
named the county seat of a very sprawling Brown County so it had some prominence but no 
church. 

That is not to say the people were without God.  The 
handful of families who had settled the area were 
looked after by some of the most famous frontier 
missionaries.  Dr. Cutting Marsh, missionary to the 
Stockbridge Indians on Lake Winnebago, came north 
in 1820 and founded the Presbyterian Church of 
Green Bay, which later became Union 
Congregational Church.    He would stop in De Pere 
to hold services in homes of the settlers.  Stephen 
Peet, the first full-time pastor of the Green Bay 
church included De Pere in his charge and every 
other week held services in a home.  The Rev. 
Jeremiah Porter, the 2nd pastor of the Green Bay 
church, carried on the tradition. 

During this time the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches in America had come to an 
agreement to co-operate when establishing new churches in the wilderness. The 
Congregational/Presbyterian Convention of Wisconsin was a cooperative venture where the 
two denominations would not compete in forming churches. Once a congregation was 
organized by a missionary, they would vote on whether to be Presbyterian or Congregational. 
Congregationalism was leading, 80%-20%. Most of the Wisconsin frontier churches were 
formed this way before the Convention was dissolved in 1857. 



Within the National Presbyterian denomination there were two schools of thought. The New 
School Presbyterians favored the agreement with Congregationalism on the frontier, quickly 
establishing churches led by a member of the congregation. The Old School tradition was 
against this, insisting that a trained seminarian lead the church.   

A group of 10 pioneers led by Robert D. Stewart, an Elder at the Green Bay Presbyterian 
Church, felt that De Pere should have its own church. These Scottish Presbyterians were 
among the first settlers to penetrate the wilderness of Northern Wisconsin. Their church would 
be of the Old School Confession, and their ways would be upright and conservative. 

To form a church, they had to have a minister - not an easy thing 
to find in the wilderness. Robert D. Stewart convinced his nephew, 
John Stewart, to move to De Pere to lead this new congregation. 
John Stewart was a student at Princeton Seminary.  He agreed to 
come after his graduation on the condition that the congregation 
be founded in league with the Old School Presbyterian Church. 
Rev. John Stewart and his new bride arrived in the fall of 
1849.   

On a Saturday in 1849, a small group of men and women met on 
the 2nd floor in the only public building in De Pere, the ten-year-old 
County Court House at 

the corner of George 
Street and Wisconsin Avenue.  They declared: 
Whereas it hath pleased the Lord to ordain and 
establish a church é and whereas He no longer 
required His people to go up to Jerusalem as the 
only place of worship but permits them to 
assemble in smaller communities according as 
their lot is castò therefore they would organize 
themselves as the First Presbyterian Church and 
Society of De Pere. 

Tragically it was not smooth sailing for this new church, as within the first year of his ministry 
Pastor John Stewart was caught in a blizzard while returning from a Presbytery meeting in far 
off Portage. During the three-day trek on horseback in mid-November, he suffered terrible 
exposure and died the following month. It would be four years before the congregation 

engaged their next Pastor. During the interim, supply 
pastors and visiting missionaries filled the pulpit, but 
more on that next month.   

The congregation continued to meet in the 
County Court House for the next four years with 
about 60 people in their congregation.  Two 
services were held every Sabbath, morning and 
evening, and on Wednesday evening the faithful met 
again for a prayer service. The young congregation 
was particularly proud that they established a 
Sunday School Bible study program and were also 
instrumental in augmenting De Pereôs first Public 



School. Their goal was to have their own building, and within five years they met that goal. But 
more about that next month. 

It is impossible not to appreciate the strength and fortitude of these early ñsaints.ò  In the 
months ahead we will hear more of our story and learn more of the worshipers whose 
shoulders we stand on as we move forward for Christ. 

1852-1889 

Presented by Myrna Dickinson 
 
We continue our historical study of the church, of the reverends chosen to serve here and the 
edifices that housed the growing congregation. This period spans 37 years, 1852-1889. It was 
a time of tremendous growth in both state and local 
population with people arriving from the east, the 
ñYankees,ò and the immigrants from European 
countries - a period of much change. 
 
Unfortunately, we know very little about the pastors 
who ministered to the congregation during the period 
we are featuring here. These reverends would have 
been the ñYankeesò born, reared, and educated in the 
states of New York, Massachusetts, and 
Pennsylvania. This makes sense since that is where 
the colleges and seminaries were located at the time. 
They were fairly young men ranging in age from 25 to 
early 40s. With the exception of Reverend Spofford, 
they served here an average of three years, kind of like a 
blink of an eye. We donôt know what became of them when they left. 
 
The first reverend in this time period was J.C. Knapp, appointed as ñstated supplyò for about a 
year after Reverend Stewart passed away. A stated supply is an ordained minister appointed 
by the Presbytery to serve a given period of time until the permanent Pastor is assigned. 
Following him was Reverend Joshua Phelps who began his ministry here in 1852 and served 

for two years.  Both Reverend Knapp and Reverend 
Phelps would have served the small congregation 
while meeting on the second floor of the Brown 
County Court House. 
 
We know during this time period that the intention and 
desire of the young congregation was to construct a 
church building of their own. Land was acquired, and 
a subscription campaign was launched to procure the 
funds needed. According to the records from the 
church, when the subscription campaign lagged, an 
elder of the church, Godfrey Miller, donated the 
building materials from what was to have been 
used for his own home. 
 



 
 
 
Reverend Lemuel C. Spofford served the next 12 years. The 
fortunate pastor was installed in March 1855 and was able to 
preach from the newly completed edifice. During his ministry, a 
church sponsored school was started as there was no public 
school at the time. It closed three years later when a public 
school opened in De Pere in 1857. His servitude also included 
the countryôs Civil War. We can surmise sermons probably 
centered on loss, loss of both lives and freedom. Reverend 
Spofford resigned after the Civil War in 1866. He passed away 
three years later in La Porte, Indiana. 

 

Our next three pastors, William 
Campbell, Jonathan Wolcott, 
and Samuel Crissman, 
ministered to the congregation 
for a total of 11 years. 1866 to 
1877 was a time of much unrest 
and reform in the country and 
locally. There was the Suffrage 
Movement and the founding of 
the Womanôs Christian 
Temperance Union. The issues 

and ills of society would provide passionate sermons about being faithful stewards of the Lord 
and possibly consequences of ñthe drink.ò 
 
After Reverend Crissman left in 1877, Reverend Thomas Stephenson was engaged as the 
stated supply. A call to become pastor of the church was extended to him, but for some reason 
he did not accept it. He did stay until August of 1878 when Samuel C. Hay was appointed for 
four years. Our final pastor during the 35-year time period was the Reverend Robert O. 
Kellogg.  
 
In 1884 the first edifice became victim of a fire that 
consumed many buildings in De Pere. However, 
the spirit of the congregation was not squelched, 
and the rebuilding plans began. Needing a place 
to hold Sunday services, the congregation met in 
the second story of the Jackson and Sonôs Store 
located on the corner of Broadway and George 
Streets, south of the State Bank of De Pere. They 
met there until 1887 when the second church 
building was completed.  On October 18, 1887, 
Reverend Kellogg officiated at the dedication 
of the newest Presbyterian edifice. The 
following year the reverend left and went to St. 
Louis to serve. 
 



1889-1949 

Presented by Mark Young 
 

Back in 1889 we were two years into our new building 
near the corner of N. Michigan and James Streets. 
Reverend George Healy came in as Stated Supply 
Pastor for six months.  During that time, he helped 
begin a Young Peopleôs Christian Endeavor Society 
which is assumed to be similar to todayôs youth group. 

Late 1889 brought us one of our most influential and 
long-serving pastors, the Reverend Howard Talbot. 
He and his wife, 
Matilda, came to De 
Pere to serve our 
church and lived the 
rest of their lives 
here! There was a 

Sunday morning worship service, Sabbath School (Sunday 
School?), Sunday evening worship, a choir, a junior chorus,     
a Sunday School choir, a Bible class, and the Ladies Church 
Work Association. A Junior Christian Endeavor Society was 
started by Mrs. Talbot, and the Board of Deaconesses began 
meeting. Dr. Talbot retired in 1910 after 21 years as our pastor. 
He stayed in De Pere and wrote books and magazine articles, 
occasionally preaching at churches in Green Bay and Fond du 
Lac. 

Our next pastor was Reverend B.L. Bergstrom. During 1913 the church was updated with a full 
basement and the addition of a new pipe organ. Reverend Charles Evans joined the church in 
1915 for a three-year term. During that time a tuberculosis sanatorium was built in De Pere, 
the national Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts were established, and World War I began in Europe. 

Then in 1918, guess who returned - Dr Howard Talbot! At the 
age of 70 he became our pastor for the second time. Since he 
had other sources of income, he donated some of his salary to 
benefit outreach programs like a missionary in the Philippines and 
a fund for young people to borrow from to attend Carroll College. 
The year 1929 brought the Stock Market crash and the beginning 
of the Great Depression. Dr. Talbot retired at the age of 81 after 
serving for a total of 32 years. He and his wife stayed in De Pere 
through the end of their lives.  

Another returnee was Reverend Charles Evans. He came back as 
pastor again in late 1929 and stayed for six years. Reverend 
Benjamin Kell became our next pastor in 1937. The 1940s 

brought a lot of changes. Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, World War 
II began and ended, and the United Nations was established.  Locally, something unusual 



happened in church leadership. There was a pastor exchange. Reverend Kell moved to a 
Presbyterian Church in Elwood, Indiana, and their pastor, Reverend Charles Fulcomer, came 
to De Pere. During this time, we added an early worship service; the Presbyterian Menôs Club 
was established; a part-time secretary was hired; we replaced pews, carpet, and the pipe 
organ; and finally, we celebrated our 100th anniversary in 1949. 

 

1951-1969 
Presented by Dawn Picard 

 

After paying off the debt and celebrating, First 
Presbyterian continued to grow and thrive. We 
became known as The Friendly Church on the Corner. 

In 1951, Reverend Gervase Zanotti was called as 
Pastor.  It has been difficult to find out much about his 
time here, but we do know that the Menôs Club, 
Womenôs Society, Westminster Fellowship youth 
groups, plus Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts were all 
active organizations of the church. 

Then in 1955, Dr. Robert 
Poland and his family 
came to De Pere.  
Although he was here for 
only four years, he set the course for the future of the church 
community. Dr. Poland and his wife were musicians, and during 
their time here, they staged concerts, plays and recitals in the 
sanctuary. There was a cherub choir, a junior high choir, a middle 
high choir, and a large adult choir. There were also about 600 
members and almost 300 children enrolled in Sunday School.   

This was a time of peace and prosperity for the country. For many 
Americans, family, church, and living the good life was what it was 
all about. Reverend Poland took advantage of this and made sure 

Presbyterians always had something going on. Dr. Poland had a 
weekly column in the ñDe Pere Journal Democratò 
and packed the pews during the two morning 
worship services.  Also, during this time, the 
Menôs Club began baking their now famous 
Christmas fruitcakes. The proceeds provided 
funding for children to attend summer camps and 
also helped with the operational budget, just as 
they do to this day. 

Dr. Poland was so good at leading a vibrant 
congregation and so dedicated to education, 
mission and fellowship, that the church outgrew 



their building, and a new location, here on the corner of George Street and Webster Avenue, 
was chosen in 1956. Dr. Poland took a call in Indiana and left in 1958. That same year, at the 
national level, a merger of United Presbyterian Church of North America and the Presbyterian 
Church USA was completed, and this church changed its name to First United Presbyterian 
Church of De Pere. The Reverend Leland Rubesh became pastor in 1958. The church had a 
proposed yearly budget of $17,979. In 1959 it was raised to $23,000.  

The current church building 
was completed in phases.  
Construction of the 
education wing began in 
1958 and was dedicated on 
May 3, 1959. Sunday School 
was held there and worship in 
the old church. In 1962 it was 

decided to move worship services to the Christian Education building. Several successful 
campaigns to raise funds for the addition of the 
sanctuary were held and groundbreaking 
ceremonies were held on Palm Sunday, April 7, 
1963. The cornerstone was laid on 
September 8, and the sanctuary dedicated 
on December 8, 1963. The cost was $300,000. 

A special thank you goes to those Presbyterian 
Women who raised money to install and equip 
the kitchen that was located downstairs in what 
is now an elementary Sunday School room and 
also gave $1,000 towards furnishing the 
Fellowship Hall, which is now rooms 10,11, and 
12. In 1964 the old church building was sold for 
$8,500 and later demolished. An apartment building stands on the site presently. 

In 1960 the need for a pre-school nursery school was the concern of the congregation and the 
De Pere Co-Operative Nursery began as a function of the church. The classrooms were the 
current nursery and the music room. Forty-four years later the school moved. 

 

1970-1989 
Presented by Linda Allen 

 
After the pulpit had been empty for almost a year, the Reverend 
Richard Anderson was installed as pastor on September 13, 1970.  
He continued to serve for almost 20 years. He stated in his first 
annual report that he had a definite interest in making the churchôs 
ministry felt in the larger community. The community embraced the 
idea and thus started our tradition of ecumenical ministry.  
 



On January 16, 1971, a new custom Moller pipe organ was dedicated. It was noted that the old 
organ was producing ghost sounds and could no 
longer be repaired. Cost of the organ was 
$32,000. United Presbyterian Women redecorated 
room 1 (our current Library) and approval was given 
to move the old church bell into that space. This was 
its home until the completion of the bell tower in 
1988. The Board of Elders and the Board of 
Trustees merged into one entity. It was hoped the 
new body would solve the inherent communication 
problems between the two separate boards. 
In the summer of 1972, we began hosting an 
Ecumenical Vacation Bible School with St. Maryôs 
and St. Francis churches. In future years it grew to 
include St. Anneôs. In 1973 planning started on the 
125th anniversary of the church. The theme was 
ñOnward for Christ and His Church.ò After a year of 
special events, Anniversary Sunday was celebrated on 
December 1, 1974. 

In 1978 the mortgage was retired on the first two units of this building. The church was debt 
free! A search committee was formed to begin looking 
for an assistant minister. The Reverend Julie Osbourne, 
our first woman pastor, was hired in 1979 and served 
four years, until 1983. She also married and became 
Reverend Julie Christiansen. Membership at the end of 
the year was 683, and the budget was $118,616. Also 
during this time Thursday Club, a group for those 50+ 
years of age, began meeting; Interfaith Seafarerôs 
ministry was formed to minister to ships visiting the port 
of Green Bay; fruitcake sales continued to be strong; 
and ñSpares and Pairsò held the first progressive dinner. 

In 1980 half of the members of FUPC had been members for six years or less. The position of 
Assistant Pastor was changed to Associate Pastor with Reverend Christiansen continuing until 
her resignation in 1983. Bethel Bible Series began. In 1981 the balcony in the sanctuary was 
completed by skilled volunteers of the church. In 1983 Reverend Margret Wright accepted a 
part time position as Associate Pastor. Pew cushions were installed in the sanctuary. From 
1984-1987 Reverend Rick Brundin served as Associate 
Pastor. In 1988 he was replaced by Reverend Susan 
Jaeger, who served until 1991. The bell tower was 
completed, the historic bell was refurbished and 
began ringing again.   

Ground was broken for the south wing addition, 
encompassing classrooms and a new meeting area. In 
1989 the Koinonia Lounge was dedicated. At the end of 
1989 membership declined to 532, a trend reflected by 
many mainline churches. For the first time the budget 
was over $200.000. In the annual report, Reverend 
Anderson wrote, ñThis congregation is indeed very 



blessed. Let us always remember who we are and why we are here. We are a nurturing 
fellowship of Faith, sustained by the Holy Spirit, called to discover and live the new life in Christ 
and to whole heartedly serve Him and His kingdom on earth.ò 

 

1990-1997 
Presented by Kevin Spiegel 

 
In 1990 the church budget was $199,916. The 
midweek Lenten services were done by the Green 
Bay Cooperative Ministries. Each week a different 
pastor led the service. After 19 and a half years, 
Reverend Richard Anderson and his wife Nancy left 
First United Presbyterian Church. Later that year, 
the Christian Outreach Store was established and 
supported by De Pere churches. Interim Pastor 
Clifford Haskins arrived on May 6. 

 

1991 saw a church sign added to the corner of 
George Street and Webster Avenue. This was 
possible by a donation from Ken Krueger. A support 
group was created for 
Desert Storm 

families. After a year 
Reverend Haskins left, and our new pastor Reverend Jim 
Wooten took over on June 9. Long time member and 
permanent greeter, Ben Kozelka, passed away, leaving his 
estate to the church. Funds were used to lower the mortgage 
by $60,000, purchase property next to the church for $20,000, 
purchase hand bells, and grow the Endowment Fund. Kids 
Klub, a group for elementary age children meeting one Sunday 
afternoon a month for Christian fun and fellowship, began in 
October. 

In 1992 the Reverend Phil Philbrook, a retired Baptist minister 
now worshipping at FUPC, became the volunteer Minister of 
Visitation, reaching out to visitors and members alike. The Sr. 
High Youth Group did a work trip to Greenville, South Carolina, to 
work on a project with Habitat for Humanity. A new van was donated to Paulôs Pantry, 
purchased with funds from the Kozelka estate. 

The next few years were business as usual with education programs, fellowship groups, and 
mission work continuing. Carpeting was replaced in the sanctuary, security systems were 
installed, and the World Wide Web became a new communication tool. In September of 1995, 
Reverend Jim Wooten moved on; the search began again for a head pastor. Reverend Gene 
Crooks filled in as Interim until the right candidate came along. In 1996 a new vision statement 
was approved for the congregation - ñChanging lives through Godôs love in Christ.ò 



1997-2007 
Presented by Rita Kilmer 

 
He was DYNAMIC! He was EMPHATIC! And the Congregation 
was ECSTATIC!  Meet the Reverend Ted Tromble. He and wife 
Caroline and daughters Erin and Rebekah arrive in 1997. Ted 
expressed appreciation for our hard-working congregation, the 
number of programs we offer, and the great heritage of this church.   

First things first! The grand piano capital campaign raised $20,000 
in three months towards the purchase of the refurbished 1923 
Steinway Grand piano which was purchased in 1998. The 
Seafarers Ministry continues through the years thanks to Ken and 
Jean Schneider who ministered to the crews on the ships coming 
into the Port of Green Bay bringing them books, magazines, gifts, 

and 600 boxes of homemade cookies! The Menôs 
Club baked 1,000 fruitcakes and used the profits to 
give financial support for senior high students 
attending Montreat in Colorado in 1998 and a trip to 
the Heifer Farm Project in Arkansas in 1999.  

LOGOs was introduced to our 1st-5th graders, a 
weekly program that included Bible study time, 
worship time, family time which involved a meal and 
play time. The first meeting of the Sesquicentennial 
Committee took place in March 1998. Someone had 
the idea of commissioning a composer to create a 
theme song. Anne Dropp simply said, ñRita can do 
it,ò and the rest is history ï 15 verses covered 150 
years. An appreciative Ted predicted ñé people will 
want you to write more verses.ò To date there are 26 
verses and a final verse will conclude our Jubilee Celebration. (*See later in this booklet.) 

This is the oldest church in De Pere. In 1999 the Sesquicentennial Celebration began with a 
re-enactment of an 1849 church service with many 
parishioners in period dress. The Reverend John 
Stewart welcomed his congregation. Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Knuth offered their reed organ. Mrs. Kevin Mackey was 
the organist. The choir sang from the prisonerôs box. 
Bruce Kilmer, the parish constable, was also called 
the Beadle. His job, with his feather tickler, was to 
keep parishioners awake during the hours-long 
service. It was a meaningful beginning to a year-long 
celebration. A dinner and program at the Swan Club in 
De Pere concluded our celebration. 

 



During the year work also continued in support of Heifer Project, Habitat for Humanity, and 
other mission projects. The Memorial Day float included our members in period dress. John 
Haspel, a missionary to Ethiopia and the Sudan, visited. Menôs Club purchased tape recorders 
and made recordings of worship 
service to share with shut-ins. The 
Evangelism Ministry resumed the 
delivery of fresh loaves of bread to 
our Sunday morning visitors, and a 
M.O.M.S. (Mothers for Maternal 
Support) group was started. 
Fundraising began for stained-
glass windows to replace the 
colored windows in the 
sanctuary. The completed project 
was dedicated in 2001. 

The year 2000 arrived and membership continued to grow. Sunday School attendance was 
100 children. Youth and Family Camp opportunities were abundant. The first PW-on-the-Go 
was organized and is still happening every summer. Various music and drama groups were 
guest participants in our church services during this time period. Mission trips for youth and 
adults continued.  

By 2023 it was evident we needed more space. The contract with the De Pere Co-Operative 
Nursery School was not renewed for 2004, and plans began to provide more gathering space 
and flexibility in the sanctuary.     

 

Groundbreaking for the addition of the 
Family Life Center and basement 
remodeling into new classrooms took 
place in July 2006. A projection system 
and three screens were added to the 
Sanctuary that summer.   

 

 

The official dedication of the Family Life Center took place in September 2007. It was 
through the foresight, long-
range planning, faith, and 
generosity of church 
members, that the 
Sanctuary renovation and 
Family Life Center addition 
would serve their purposes 
for generations to come. 

 
 



2007-2010 
Presented by Dawn Picard 

 
To be Presbyterian means that we follow the constitution of the Presbyterian Church USA: 
the Book of Order and the Book of Confessions. All that is required to be a Presbyterian is to: 

Confess the Christian faith; Trust in Christ as our 
forgiving Savior; Promise to follow Christ and 
Christôs example of living, and Commit oneself to 
attend church and become involved in its work. This 
sounds pretty easy, but throughout history the 
greater church has struggled to agree on different 
aspects of these requirements and has splintered, 
healed, combined, changed, diversified, and 
evolved into who we are today.   

 
The church has four governing bodies: the Session, 
the Presbytery, the Synod, and the General 
Assembly. We belong to Winnebago Presbytery and 
the Synod of Lakes and Prairies. This past month 
the General Assembly convened, and we now know 

there are more changes to our constitution coming to 
reflect our evolution as Presbyterians. This ebb and flow has been going on since our birth as 
a church, and there were times throughout our 175 years when things were in turmoil and 
things were going well. Throughout these years our congregation continued to be Christôs 
hands and feet in the community, so we worshipped loudly, spread the Word, and served 
joyously.  I have no doubt we will continue this tradition for the next 175 years. We have also 
celebrated in many different ways. 

 
The Presbyterian Church has two scraments: The 
Lordôs Supper and Baptism. The Lordôs Supper 
commemorates Jesusô perfect sacrifice on our 
behalf, renews our fellowship with other Christians, 
enables us to experience the saving power of Godôs 
love through Christ, and nourishes our faith in the 
deepest way possible. Throughout the years 
Communion has been served by passing the plates 
of the bread squares and the grape juice pew to pew, 
by passing small loaves of bread and juice through 
the pews, and most recently by intinction - walking 
forward to receive the bread and dip it into cup. We 
observe open Communion, inviting all believers to 
partake. We participate in World Communion Sunday 
every October and have used various kinds of breads and juices to represent our worldly 
neighbors.  We now even offer gluten free bread! 



The sacrament of baptism initiates us into 
the church, assures us that God forgives 
our sins, bestows the promise of Godôs 
grace upon us, and calls us to a life of 
Christian service and fulfillment. Naturally a 
baby or child cannot understand what baptism 
is about, so parents bring their child on the 
basis of their own faith. Young people and 
adults who wish to publicly confess their faith 
and join the church can be baptized. No matter 
what age, being baptized is the start of new life 

with Christ. It is the first step on the journey of 
faith and is given only once to a person, but it is a source of strength throughout life - such is 
the power of Godôs love! Since 1953, 659 people have been baptized at FUPC, most of them 
as infants.   
 
In addition to the sacraments, First United Presbyterians are very good at celebrating lots of 
different things. Over the last 175 years we have celebrated new buildings, new members, new 
pastors, church anniversaries, holidays, the joy of weddings, and the lives of loved ones who 
have passed on. We commemorated Motherôs Day with flowers for moms and Fatherôs Day 
with a car show in the parking lot and ice cream treats. We have had Simple Suppers and 
Agape meals to celebrate community and enjoy fellowship. And donôt forget the ever popular 
potluck dinners celebrating good food! 
 
Weddings have been particularly wonderful and 
diverse at FUPC. Since 1953, 53 weddings 
have been held in our church. Some were large 
and elaborate, some very small and intimate.  
Some were minutes long, some over an hour.  
On June 8 of this year, Callie Van de Hei and 
Jordan Woldt were joined in wedlock 
outside under the gazebo, a first for us.  
Renewal ceremonies have been held in our 
sanctuary and anniversaries celebrated here.   
 
If you were here the first Sunday of last month, 
you would have heard Rita Kilmer talk about the energy and enthusiasm for Rev. Ted 
Trombleôs 10-year service to FUPC. The Family Life Center was built at a cost of 1.6 million 
dollars; the video projection was installed in the sanctuary; Christian Education programs for 
children, youth, and adults were strong and plentiful; fellowship groups were formed and 
meeting regularly, and worship attendance was steady. What few of us knew then was the 
struggle that Rev. Tromble was having with decisions made by the General Assembly and 
changes to the constitution voted in by the Presbyteries. There were many good things going 
on at FUPC, but philosophically he could not align with the greater church and asked the 
pastoral relationship with this congregation be dissolved in 2010.   
 
It is always hard to lose a Pastor, and there was worry and concern about what and who 
comes next. Rev. Tromble was tight-lipped about his plans and carried on with his 
responsibilities right up to his last sermon in April. The following day, select members of this 



congregation received letters in the mail inviting them to join a new worshipping congregation 
led by the Rev. Ted Tromble. Within a few weeks of this announcement, the membership went  
from 500+ to about 300 people. Not all followed Ted. Some just didnôt want to deal with the 
upheaval, and some were not attending anyway, so when the rolls were cleaned, they were 
removed. Half of the Session members resigned and joined Ted. The reality was this - FUPC 
was half of itself in members and contributors with a wonderful new Family Life Center to pay 
for, Christian Education programs to plan, sacraments to administer, pastoral care to provide, 
and worship to celebrate.    
 
And thatôs when the miracle happened. The Holy Spirit blew through this church, cleaned the 
dust out of the corners, inspired the leadership, and got to work assuring our continuation as a 

loving, worshipful church. We 
worked through our shock and 
grief with the help of Presbytery 
and the Samaritan Counseling 
Center. Garden Party group 
discussions were held to allow our 
members to voice their hurt, anger, 
and concerns.  
 
Talking through our emotions 
started the healing process and 
solidified our sense of family. Rev. 

Richard Moore from Neenah 
moderated Session meetings and kept the governing body working smoothly. Stated Clerk of 
Winnebago Presbytery Rev. Michael Lukens held review classes on what it means to be a 
Presbyterian and explained the constitutional requirements of the PCUSA, and Presbytery sent 
us a transitional pastor. Rev. Becky Johnston charged in with love, humor, understanding, and 
a reminder that we are Godôs people, this is His church, and He is in charge.  
 
That summer we offered Super Summer Sunday School for adults and kids.  We explored the 
labyrinth, talked about different ways to pray, learned the story behind our favorite hymns, and 
made stepping stones for the garden. Director of Childrenôs Ministries Anne Detlaff made sure 
we had Vacation Bible School and other childrenôs activities.  
 
The Director of Youth Ministries and her 
ñHeBrewsò youth group started the 
Judy B. Allan Memorial Garden, and the 
Senior High Youth Group went to 
Minnesota for a work/mission trip. And we 
began the search for an Interim Pastor.  
 
In November, Rev. Ray Larson joined us, 
and we breathed a sigh of relief. We now 
had the calmness and experience of a 
retired pastor with strong pastoral care and 
financial knowledge. We werenôt on solid 
ground yet, but we were headed in the right direction.  



2010-2012 
Presented by Dawn Picard 

 
The summer of 2010 was a time of stress, terror, 
sad good-byes, new beginnings, anger, laughter, 
hope, prayer, and prayers, and more prayers to 
keep our broken congregation going. Our pastor of 
13 years had severed his relationship with FUPC 
and PC-USA. Our membership was cut in half.  
New Elders and Deacons needed to be elected and 
installed so we could carry on. And carry on we did! 
 
The Senior High Youth embarked on their annual 
mission trip, this time to Red Lake, Minnesota. The 
Judy Allan Memorial Garden was completed, 
planted, and delicious produce harvested. Vacation 
Bible School was held. All the ñnormalò summer 
activities took place. The program year started as 

usual in September. Looking back, it seems 
miraculous that we were able to keep going. One of the biggest decisions made that summer 
was to not return to two worship services but continue as we had through the summer with one 
service at 9:45. Worship was ñnormal.ò It was our anchor, our reminder that God is in control, 
and our hope that we would survive the upheaval and continue on.   
 
In November, Reverend Ray Larson arrived. Ray was a retired 
pastor who had experience helping churches in transition. Rev. 
Ray talked a lot about living into our ñnew normal.ò Yes, there is 
Sunday School, but it is different than past years. Yes, Ministries 
will still meet, but membership is different. Yes, activities continue, 
but there are different faces leading. Yes, we will carry on as 
usual, but everyone needs to step up and help. And yes, we will 
bake fruitcakes, but theyôll stay the same because we always use 
the same recipe. We moved into 2011 on steadier ground, but not 
quite secure, yet. 
 
One of the immediate tasks for Rev. Ray was getting us out of 
financial trouble. The finance ministry worked diligently to refinance 
payment of the Family Life Center, meet our obligations to various missions, manage cash 
flow, and plan for the future with less contributors. Session had decided that up to $100,000 
could be transferred from the Endowment Fund to meet the financial shortfall in 2011. The total 
amount tapped was $40,000. Good job! He was also committed to restoring trust within our 
church family and fostering forgiveness for the hurt we experienced. 
 
In the summer of 2011 Ann Dettlaff, the Director of Childrenôs Ministries, resigned her position.  
Sarah Jane Peters was hired to replace her and became the Director of Christian Education.  
Sarah Jane came on board right before the Senior High Youth Group set off to Hamburg, New 
York, on another mission trip. Vacation Bible School was diverted to September and the 



program year started with Vacation Sunday School. Changes came in other personnel also.  
During this time our custodian retired, a new treasurer was appointed, several different church 
secretaries and choir directors came and went, and Elders and Deacons were replaced. We 
were adjusting to change.  
 
While all 18 of the ministries continued to meet, it became apparent that changes would have 
to be made in how the work of the church was accomplished. Some of our ministries 

disbanded, some joined together, and one took a bold step 
forward and committed FUPC to provide Habitat for Humanity 
with a $7,500 gift towards completing what they called The 
Apostleôs Build, a cooperative effort with area churches to 
build a Habitat home. We contributed $7,575 and many man 
hours and meals for workers. 
  
A Pastor Nominating Committee was formed. Meetings were 
held to identify who we are, determine what we wanted in a new 
Pastor, prioritize what traits were most important, and chart a 
course for our future. It was an enormous task to give an 
authentic picture of our congregation while asking for a realistic 

candidate to come forward. Some of us joked that we should take 
the candidates to Legion Park swimming pool and if he or she can walk across it, well, weôd 
hire that person. 
 
The summer of 2012 the Senior High 
Youth Group travelled to Joplin, Missouri, 
for their work trip. The Judy Allan Garden 
was again planted, and the harvest was 
shared with church members and local food 
pantries. Vacation Bible School was held, 
and we were living our ñnew normal.ò   
 
And then another change came our way. In 
July, the Rev. Ray Larson decided that it was 

time to retire as an Interim Pastor. He felt his health was in jeopardy, 
and he would no longer be effective in helping us move forward.  
The Rev. Dee Talley was hired as our second Interim Pastor. He 
was very good at translating scripture into action and refused to let 
us feel sorry for ourselves or ignore those in need. He was soft-
spoken and almost apologetic in his delivery, but his words packed a 
punch and gave us a new perspective on old stories. He showed us 
change is not a bad thing; it is just different, and different can be very 
good. 
 
Since we were on stable financial ground, Rev. Dee helped the 
Session see that the governance of the church had to adjust to the 

size of the congregation. He suggested we rework the ministries and 
reduce the size of the Session. He suggested we appoint the Clerk of Sesson instead of 
having a sitting elder do that job. A Session retreat was scheduled to identify the work of the 
church and the ministries responsible for that work. After the opening prayer of the retreat, he 
left the room, saying ñThis isnôt my church, it is yours. Youôll figure it out. Iôll be in my office if 



you need me.ò After we all closed our mouths, we got to work. Two hours later we had 
reorganized the ministries and had a plan to reduce the Session from 18 members to 12 
members that was voted on and adopted at the 2013 Annual Meeting. Once again, the Holy 
Spirit was at work leading us down Godôs path for FUPC. 
 
In the fall of 2012, the Pastor Nominating Committee found the 
perfect candidate to present as our next head Pastor. The Rev. 
Luke Farwell was introduced to the congregation on December 
2 and offered the position after the vote of the membership.   
 
So here we are. It has been difficult to write about these two and a 
half years. On one hand they seem so recent that there is still a 
sting thinking about them, but in many ways I feel in a fog thinking 
about how we just had to keep going, make hard decisions and 
necessary changes, and learn to trust that God had great things in 
store for our church family, then, now, and in the future.   
 
 

2013-2019    
Presented by Marjorie Hitchcock 

 
 

Here we are in 2013 and a new era! The Reverend 
Luke Farwell stepped into our pulpit on February 3, 
pointing out that the Pastor Nominating Committee, 
on behalf of church members, was very welcoming 
to the family and was a pleasure to work with. He 
recently stated, ñWe love our church family, feel 
very blessed to call this our home, and look forward 
to many more years at First United Presbyterian 
Church.ò 
 

Well accepted from the beginning, Pastor Luke 
endeared us to him by announcing in his first 
newsletter 
message, 
ñThe perfect 

pastor 
preaches exactly 10 minutes (especially on game 
day)!ò And he has assured me that the family 
members are officially Green Bay Packers fans. 
Adjusting to the Wisconsin winter - the coldest they had 
ever experienced - four-month-old Elaine and four-
year-old Ian kept asking ñWhen will it stop snowing?ò 



Our new pastor introduced many new events 
during his first year with us. Among them were 
ñWorship in the Parkò with a worship service, 
baptism, and welcoming new members 
followed by a picnic lunch! At another time we 
enjoyed our first ñBlessing of the Animalsò 
community event which brought many neighbors 
and friends into our church. After much planning 
and fundraising, our new red hymnals were 
dedicated on December 1. 

A highlight of 2014 was a 10-day ñCelebrating the 
Arts in Worshipò event that offered the 
experience of using all types of art and music as 
forms of worship for people of all ages. It 
culminated in the creation of our beautiful tile 
mosaic in the Family Life Center. The Reverend 
Meggan Farwell became our Director of Christian 
Education that year. After 45 years, the Seafarerôs 
Ministry sadly disbanded because Homeland 
Security regulations made continuing the ministry 
too difficult. 

In 2015 we completed a 
very special six-week study called ñVision Questò with goals to 
explore where God could lead us in our future together. Another 
big event was the special ñStar Wars: Faith and the Forceò 
program. The Star Wars saga was used as a vehicle to teach, 
preach, and celebrate Godôs love and direction. Our brick paver 
patio with a fire pit, benches, and wood holder were added to our 
grounds. This was the Eagle Scout project by Cole Grifin. ñWorship 
in the Parkò became our first ñWorship in the Gardenò summer 
service now held in the churchôs side yard. 

In 2016 we dedicated a new Prayer Room that would host a weekly 
Prayer Group to pray for the concerns of our church, our church 

members, the community, and the world. Summer brought a new, fun 
Family Camp-Out in our church yard. Our beautiful baptismal font came in August, and our 
new Welcome Center was added in the fall. Both were built by one of our own members who 
wishes to remain anonymous. A ñKirkin of the Tartan Serviceò with bag pipes kicked off a new 
program year in September. 

In 2017 our Simple Suppers were 
revived as Agape dinners, inviting the 
community to join us for a free 
monthly meal.  In addition, we began 
our monthly Youth Coffee Shop in the 
Gathering Area to raise funds for our 
youth program.   


